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Dear Friend and Partner in Mission!

As I write letter, schoolchildren across the United States are
preparing for that timeless ritual we all know as “Back to School.”

It is a season of important transitions: from living room to
classroom, from parents to teachers, from naiveté to knowledge. It is
a time to celebrate the privilege of learning and the ongoing journey
of our children toward a bright and secure future.

Sadly, far too many girls and boys around the world have never experienced the hope
and opportunity that education can bring. And, while the reasons are many, the results are the
same: children trapped in a cycle of poverty that, without intervention, will continue into
adulthood – and extend for generations to come.

This is why, in more than 130 countries, we work tirelessly to bring basic education and
vocational training to thousands of marginalized youth each year – arming them with the
knowledge and skills they need to become productive members of society.

We could not do this without caring friends like you. And it is because of your generosity
that I am delighted to share stories of our common success. You will learn how an educational
revolution in Guatemala, led by a long-serving Salesian missionary, has prepared new
instructors to teach in over 600 rural, under-resourced areas (p.18). You will discover how
young girls around the world are learning to take control of their futures by going to school
(p. 24). You will read about Ernest Kwesi Bae, who – thanks to a Salesian education – is now a
successful entrepreneur in Ghana (p.26). – and so much more.

My deepest appreciation for all you do in giving poor children the path to a better life.

Sincerely,

Fr. Mark Hyde, S.D.B.

Letter from the Editor

Please know that throughout 2016, Masses will be
offered for you and our other partners in mission at
the Basilica of Jesus the Adolescent in Bethlehem
and here at our Salesian Missions Chapel.
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Salesians in Tampa, Florida:
Doing something beautiful for the poor

By Father Dennis Donovan, SDB, and
Cynthia Spano, Director of Advancement and Public Relations

In 1928, the late Alicia Neve donated a parcel of land to the
Salesians in Tampa, Florida – inviting them, in her own words, to
“think big” on behalf of impoverished children living in the area.

And so they did. What first began as an orphanage for thou-
sands of Depression-era boys has today blossomed into Mary Help
of Christians (MHC) – a robust Salesian community ever poised to
adapt to the changing needs of marginalized and at-risk youth and
their families. Recently, under the leadership of Father Steve Ryan,
the community committed to transforming the defunct Mary Help
of Christians School into Cristo Rey Tampa High School – a project
that will initially provide more than 100 students with life-changing
educational opportunities and a moral and spiritual foundation.

This is perhaps the most impactful undertaking in the Tampa
mission right now. Why? Because it will not only provide an excellent
Catholic education – it will also impart the foundational knowledge
and skills so that graduates can build a better future for themselves
and their families.

Across the country, in urban communities with poor educational
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opportunities, schools in
the Cristo Rey network
offer college preparatory
programs for close to
10,000 students. And the
results are impressive:
nationally, 100 percent of
Cristo Rey graduates are
accepted into two- or four-
year colleges, including
some of the most elite:
Yale, Columbia, Notre
Dame and MIT, for exam-
ple. Cristo Rey Tampa High
School will join 30 other
member schools serving the most
economically disadvantaged stu-
dents in their respective regions.

Charles Imbergamo, former
head of a Catholic high school in
Corpus Christi, Texas and now
president of Cristo Rey Tampa,
explains: “These schools follow
an innovative educational model
and one that resonates perfectly
with Don Bosco’s vision. By inte-
grating academics with an intern-
ship program, students who oth-
erwise could not afford to attend
such a school will also gain the
real-world experience they need
to succeed in college, and in life.”

Mr. Imbergamo refers to Cristo

Rey’s mandatory work-study pro-
gram. Students spend five full
days each month building their
professional skills and self-confi-
dence in local banks, hospitals,
educational institutions, nonprof-
it organizations, corporate retail-
ers and others. With the salaries
they earn, students pay for a
small portion of their education –
the rest of their tuition needs to
come from community support
and good people like you.

Renovation of the buildings
and grounds of Cristo Rey Tampa
is well underway. Together
with Principal James Madden,
Director Fr. Steve Ryan, Salesians

Renovations to Cristo Rey High School are
continuing in buildings not used in many years.



Summer/Fall 20164

and staff of the school, Mr.
Imbergamo is working to
ensure a truly Salesian
environment.

Beyond Cristo Rey,
Mary Help of Christians
has been a bulwark of the
Tampa community, serving
hundreds of children and
families in a variety of
ways: through parish activ-
ities, a youth center, a Boys
& Girls Club, a summer
camp, a retreat facility,
sports facilities, and a residence
for religious brothers and priests.
Here’s a snapshot of those activi-
ties and their impact.

Mary Help of Christians
Center

Here, under the direction of
Fr. Ryan and a team of dedicated
volunteers, Salesian-style evange-
lization – in the form of retreats
and spirituality programs –
abound. During 40 out of 52 week-
ends, retreats are held for youth
and adults. They often occur
together with youth sporting
events happening elsewhere on
the grounds. Despite this steady
buzz of activity, there is a sense of

peace and prayerful spirit evident
among visitors and staff alike.

The Salesian Priests, Brothers
and Sisters as well as many dedi-
cated volunteers also reach out to
area schools and parishes in their
ministry.

Many local high school stu-
dents, and college undergraduates
from across the country, actively
volunteer at the center during
their spring breaks. Every two
years, they are joined by volun-
teers from the “200 Hands for
Mary” program in making
improvements to the buildings
and grounds. Truly, the staff and
volunteers of MHC are the soul of
the place. 

Children busy, cared for, and safe, at summer camp!



Mary Help of Christians
Parish

Built in 1964, what was once
the school chapel is now a fully-
fledged parish church serving 278
families. They have formed such
close bonds that an absence from
Sunday Mass is cause for concern
among those present, often lead-
ing to a phone call or visit.

“People truly feel at home
here,” says Fr. Donovan. “With so
many Florida ‘mega-churches’ hav-
ing thousands of members, our
sense of community stands out.”

The parish also includes the
Korean Catholic Mission of
Tampa, vibrant chapters of the

Knights of Columbus, the
Council of Catholic Women, a
youth group; and a devoted
choir.

St. Philip the Apostle
Residence

This home on the MHC cam-
pus, houses the retired priests and
brothers of the Tampa Salesian
Community. Each night, all 17

members – as well as
two lay missioners –
gather in the dining
room for a meal and
lively conversation.

Most of the resi-
dents are fully mobile,
and are able to come
and go as they please.
However, a new study
has been launched to
examine the short – and
long-term – needs of our
retired Salesian family

members.

Garry and Mavis Smith
Salesian Boys & Girls Club

Founded in 2010 through the
leadership and generosity of
Garry and Mavis Smith of Tampa,
this club is one of 18 area organ-

5SALESIAN

Mary Help of Christians Church, where families
gather to worship and enjoy friendship.
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izations affiliated with the Boys &
Girls Clubs of Tampa Bay. The
club is open every day and serves
over 70 young people. The annual
summer camp is among the most
popular activities, with youth from
other area clubs participating.
On-site activities include archery,
swimming, water skiing, horseback
riding and more. As with all programs
of MHC, evangelization is integrated
into the daily activities.

If she were alive today, Alicia
Neve would be pleased to see these
living examples of her original
dream. “It will take great faith and
hard work,” she once said, “but
together we can do something beau-
tiful for the poor.”Y

Salesians in the U.S.
and Canada

Salesians in the U.S.
and Canada

In 1897 the first Salesian missionaries (Priests & Brothers) settled in California.Salesian Sisters soon followed, arriving in New Jersey in 1908. Being a missionary
in the U.S. at the time was difficult and challenging – but the good works progressed.
Today over 450 professed Salesian Priests, Brothers and Sisters are present in the

United States and Canada. Salesian Provinces based in Haledon NJ, New Rochelle
NY, San Antonio TX, San Francisco CA, and Montreal, Canada serve thousands of
young and poor throughout both countries. Their ministries encompass day care
centers, elementary and high schools, formation houses, religious education centers,
parishes, summer camps, development offices and youth centers. Thankfully, the
spirit and joy of Don Bosco is still alive today in the U.S. and Canada!

“ I want to see my boys running and 
playing to their hearts content…”

– Don Bosco
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They Don't Know
They're Beautiful!

The girls here at Hogar
María Auxiliadora (Mary Help of
Christians Home) are very beau-
tiful. How so, you may ask? Well,
let me tell you!

On the outside: With their
radiant, angelic faces – and deep
coffee-brown eyes, they are truly
striking. I try to tell them this on
a daily basis, whenever the
opportunity to encourage them
arises. And on the inside: This is
where they truly inspire me!

Generosity. They are so gen-
erous – sometimes overly so! For
example, one girl might say,
“Katie, here: you can have this
muffin.” I might reply, “No, thanks;
I am good!” And she will respond,

Notes From the Field:
A personal account
by KATHERINE STOLZ
Salesian Lay Missioner, (SLM)
in Itocta, Bolivia 
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“No, really; eat it!” Then she will try
stuffing it in my mouth. It touches
my heart, that this poor child
would share the little food she
receives each day.

Time after time, I witnessed
the girls sharing and giving – the
few material things they might get
– and especially their love. God
has been working through these

girls to demonstrate true, selfless
generosity.

Joy. Many times, I have no
idea why they are laughing – but I
cannot help but join in! You can
almost always hear laughter in
the home, and the girls are always
playing. The other day they were
playing a version of kickball,
except with no ball. They had

Katherine in the midst of some of her “very beautiful” girls!
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someone’s sandal, and the player
“at the plate” would throw the
shoe while the other team had to
go get it. They can make a game
out of anything!

Sometimes, I find it hard to be
joyful; it is easy to get caught up
in my little worries. But then I
think of these wonderful girls,
and how much more difficult
their lives are compared to mine.
They have been taken away from
or abandoned by their families;
are living in the same room with
25 other girls; and practically all
of their possessions can fit in a
shoe box. And yet, they are so

happy and so very joyful! It is
much easier for me to choose joy
when I think of them.

Kindness. I have witnessed
countless acts of kindness by
these precious children. Once, I
bent down to listen to a little girl,
and out of nowhere, she gave me
a soft peck on the cheek. I am
not sure why, but it both stunned
and touched me! When one girl
is crying, others will gather
around and try to comfort her.
Older girls in the same family
also look out for their younger
siblings – whether it’s making
sure they wash their clothes, get

Katherine connects with a young girl through a playful exchange.
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enough to eat or even receive a
special treat from the Salesian
Sisters. It is very touching to see
– especially because I do not
think I was like that at all with
my sisters when I was younger.

The Salesian Lay Missioners is a faith-based volunteer program that offers a
unique opportunity to serve the poor children of the world. We sponsor
domestic and international placements and require a 1 or 2 year commitment.

If you would like more information about this
life-changing program, please write to:

Salesian Lay Missioners
Attn: Adam Rudin
2 Lefevre Lane

New Rochelle NY 10801-5710

Or visit our website at:
www.SalesianLayMissioners.org
or email us at: slm@salesianmissions.org

Learn more about our work in Bolivia! Visit www.salesianmissions.org/Bolivia

Through these
beautiful girls, God is
teaching me a lot. Please continue
to pray for them, and me, as I will
continue to pray for you.

Katherine
Hogar María Auxiliadora is a loving Salesian-run home and

school for orphaned, abandoned, or abused girls ages 5-18. Salesian
Lay Missioners have been part of the Hogar family since 2006. The
Hogar enjoys a calm setting in a rural community a half hour outside
of the city of Cochabamba. Salesian Missionaries and Lay Missioners
work together at the Hogar to create a sense of family and develop
caring relationships with a very special group of girls. It is our hope
and prayer that the Hogar continues to be their refuge and the path
to a brighter future.
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Please consider becoming a charter member of our Don Bosco Legacy Society today.
Whether you are interested in an Annuity, IRA distribution, outright gift of $10,000
or more or even remembering Salesian Missions in your Will – your generosity and
thoughtfulness will benefit poor children and help to make the world a better place.

     P           
         

            
        

The Don Bosco Legacy Society is named in honor of St. John (Don)
Bosco, a Catholic priest who established the society of St. Francis de
Sales in 1859, known today as the Salesians of Don Bosco (S.D.B.).
Don Bosco devoted himself to the betterment and education of
youth and was canonized in 1934.

The Don Bosco Legacy Society recognizes those individuals who
have made an extra special gift to Salesian Missions in order to help
us achieve our mission of bringing hope to millions of children and
their families throughout the world.

Today, with Priests, Brothers, Sisters and Lay Missioners numbering
more than 28,000, Salesians Missions serves nearly 3 million youth.
Through the support of many, a multitude of schools, hospitals, clinics,
orphanages and shelters spread over 130 countries, carry on the
spirit and memory of our beloved Don Bosco.

When you include Salesian
Missions in your estate
plans, establish an annuity 
or make a gift of $10,000
or more, you are included
as a Charter Member of
The Don Bosco Legacy Society.

Society members are
recognized and honored
partners in reaching out to
poor and needy children
worldwide.

Please consider becoming a charter member of our Don Bosco Legacy Society
Whether you are interested in an Annuity, IRA distribution, outright gift of $10,000
or more or even remembering Salesian Missions in your Will – your generosity and

orphanages and shelters spread over 130 countries, carry on the
spirit and memory of our beloved Don Bosco.

When you include Salesian
Missions in your estate
plans, establish an annuity 
or make a gift of $10,000

you are included

The Don Bosco Legacy Society.
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“If we have nothing, we have nothing; but if we have a little,
let’s give a little. If we have much, let’s give accordingly. In
all cases, let charity be our guide, for ultimately it will be to
our advantage.”    – St. John Bosco

“Because of their accountability
and the good work that they do
around the world for the poorest
of the poor, Salesian Missions
is one of my favorite charities.
I had always planned on leaving
my IRA to family, but when
I learned that I could take a
part of it and make an outright
gift to the Salesians, I decided
that fulfilling my own legacy by making a gift to a favorite
charity was just as important to me. I am really proud to be
a charter member of the Don Bosco Legacy Society and I hope
that others will realize that legacy giving and taking care of
family can go hand-in-hand.” Mrs. Joan Adams

Mrs. Joan Adams became a member of The Don Bosco Legacy Society
by  making a very generous gift. She was savvy enough to realize that after
the age of 70 1/2, you can donate up to $100,000 from your IRA account,

tax free to a qualified charity, like Salesian Missions.

          
            

            
            

     Please contact our Stewardship and Mission Specialist, Karen Davenport at (914)
633-8344 Ext. 208, or email at KarenD@SalesianMissions.org, or write to
our address, attn: Karen Davenport. Please be sure to let her know your prayer
intentions, so we can pray for your special needs.

For more information visit our website at:  www.salesianmissions.org/dbls

Mrs. Joan Adams with her
daughter Karen and granddaughter Jill.
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Kuldia Chapel –
A Dream Come True!
From a letter by Fr. Binny Perumanamcheril, SDB

The finished chapel – thanks to a generous donor
and much love and hard work by the people of Kuldia, India.

Once upon a time, residents in the remote village of Kuldia, in
central India, had a dream: to build a chapel of their own.  A
place where they could gather to worship, without having to
make an arduous journey on foot through miles of treacherous
terrain to the nearest church. Yet, as poor farmers who regularly
face financial difficulty during the long rainy season, they had no
realistic way to raise the money.

One thing they did have, however, was time and ambition – and
a Salesian missionary serving among them who knew about the
Memorial Chapel Program managed by Salesian Missions in New
Rochelle, NY.

Through this program, generous donors fund the building materials
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and any necessary transporta-
tion costs to construct a sim-
ple house of worship in an
impoverished and otherwise
forgotten community. In
return, villagers commit to
providing the “sweat equi-
ty” – the design and physi-
cal labor – required to com-
plete the project. Soon after

Fr. Binny Perumanamcheril,
S.D.B., submitted a request on
behalf of Kuldia, an anonymous
benefactor from Kentucky
responded – setting in motion a
months-long collective effort
that would ultimately fulfill the
villagers’ dream.

It was all-hands-on deck:
residents dug the foundation;
collected and broke stones for
casting; baked bricks for walls;

collected water for the construction site; cut and sawed wood into
planks for shutters and pews; and more. (A few skilled, and therefore
paid, masons worked on-site to guarantee structural integrity and a
finished look). Through this experience, the villagers grew closer as a
community – bonding over their shared time and talent in pursuit of a
common goal.

On the day the finished chapel was blessed, these new parishioners
erupted in joy. Bedecked in their brightest festival attire, they welcomed
the bishop, as well as priests and the faithful from other parishes, with

Hired masons and local volunteers
lovingly construct the altar.

The completed sanctuary
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traditional song and dance.
During the Eucharistic celebra-
tion, they generously offered
grains, beans and vegetables
from their own fields. Following
the final blessing, men, women
and children beamed with pride
as they streamed out of the
overflowing chapel and into the
streets. Finally, their village had
a place of worship! The chapel
also serves as a location in
which to plan and host important religious and social events – the
first of which immediately followed.

In a gesture of thanksgiving
for all those responsible for
bringing their dream to fruition –
most especially, their wonderful
friend back in Kentucky, USA –
villagers gathered to speak
proudly of their achievements.
As tribal music filled the air, the
bishop offered congratulations
and reminded them to cherish
and maintain the chapel for
many years to come. Community
representatives distributed com-

memorative shawls and towels, and then everyone enjoyed a festival
meal of meat curry, vegetables and rice before resuming their singing
and dancing, smiles of joy spread wide across their faces.

“God bless our benefactors, and keep them in His loving care,”says
Fr. Binny. “If it is His will, may He bring them to this far corner of India
to see for themselves the simple but deep faith of our poor people.” Y

The Bishop and parish Priest at the
ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Villagers gather in the new chapel
for the initial blessing.
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(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

�  Enclosed is my gift of $16,000.00 to build a Village Memorial Chapel.
�  Enclosed is my gift of $21,000.00 to build a Memorial Chapel in a remote and difficult area.
�  Enclosed is my gift of $26,000.00 to build a Memorial Chapel in the most far removed

and neglected area.
PLEASE CHECK ONE:    � IN MEMORY OF:     � IN HONOR OF:     � DEDICATED TO:

NAME: ______________________________________________________________

� Please send me more information. (You can also Email or phone us, if you wish)
Name____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address   _____________________________________________________________________________Apt. #______

City____________________________State _____ Zip _______ Email: _____________________________________

2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728 • NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728
TELEPHONE: (914) 633-8344  •  Email: chapels@salesianmissions.org

Is now this!
Thanks to

generous people
like you!

     Millions of people throughout Africa, Central and
South America, India and Asia are celebrating Mass
and worshiping God in the most primitive conditions.
Salesian missionaries are in desperate need of funds
to build simple and decent houses of worship. 

     You can have a Memorial Chapel built in honor of
your favorite saint and dedicate it to anyone you
wish – living or deceased. What a wonderful way to
remember a loved one – and help the Lord’s most
impoverished followers.

EACH CHAPEL IS A UNIQUE DESIGN THAT REFLECTS
THE NEEDS OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITY IT SERVES.
     You can make an individual gift to build
a Memorial Chapel, or groups or organizations
can pool their donations. If you wish, you
can also specify in your Will that a
chapel be erected in your honor or
for anyone you choose. 

Read more about our Chapel Building
Program by visiting us online at:
www.SalesianMissions.org/chapels

What was once sticks and straw...What was once sticks and straw...
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During the past two decades in
Alta Verapaz, Guatemala, Father
Tony DeGroot, S.D.B. has led an edu-
cational revolution – by training
local students to become teachers in
many as 600 different villages.

At first, his goals were simple: to
provide religious education in remote
villages. This was during a time of civil
war, when a preoccu-
pied government had
abandoned the needs
of indigenous peoples
living in the moun-
tains. Today, the
effects of Fr. DeGroot’s
vision are sweeping:
the influx of new
teachers has more
than doubled the
number of schools in
the area. This has resulted in increased
opportunities for impoverished youth
to obtain a life-changing education.

Still, resources can be thin –
which is why we recently shipped 107
laptop computers from our New
Rochelle, NY mission office to three
boarding schools in the Alta Verapaz
region. Procured from government
excess property with funding from
generous donors, these computers

include the latest soft-
ware, are fully functional,
and are a true blessing to
the 1,900 students
attending the schools.
Previously, these stu-
dents had only 35 lap-
tops to share. The ship-
ment also included 20
pallets of new clothing

and shoes, five pallets of orthopedic
equipment, a bed, a wheelchair, a desk
and a variety of toys to benefit stu-
dents and the community at large.

Salesian Missions is proud to sup-
port Fr. DeGroot’s ongoing mission.
Currently, 835 hopeful teachers are
pursuing their three-year certification
course and will soon join thousands of
others who have flourished under his
vision and leadership. Y

A Teaching Revolution!

the area. This has resulted in increased

include the latest soft-
ware, are fully functional,
and are a true blessing to
the 1,900 students
attending the schools.
Previously, these stu-
dents had only 35 lap-
tops to share. The ship-
ment also included 20
pallets of new clothing

and shoes, five pallets of orthopedic
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YES! I want to be part of this modern-day
Loaves & Fishes miracle!

ENCLOSE CHECK, MONEY ORDER (PAYABLE TO: SALESIAN MISSIONS) OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:

EXP. DATE (MO/YR)

¤ 

� � �
CID# REQUIRED (Last 3 digits on
signature panel on back of card)

CARD
NUMBER

SUM/FALL 2016
DE

MAIL TO: 2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728 • NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728

Name___________________________________ Address________________________________________Apt. ____

City___________________________________________________________ State _________ Zip ______________

Email __________________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE X____________________________

You can be part of a
modern-day Loaves
and Fishes miracle!
Every $1=$14

� Enclosed is my gift that will multiply 14X! �$10 �$15 �$25 �$_____

Several organizations have partnered
with Salesian Missions because they have tons (literally!) of
essential items that they want to donate free of  charge… but
they need our help to get them in the hands of  poor children
and families who need them the most. THAT’S WHERE YOU COME IN!

We can pack a large container – about the size of  a tractor-trailer truck –
with $70,000 worth of  donated food, medicine, clothing or school supplies.
But we need your help to pay the $5,000 overseas shipping cost.
Simply put, every $1 you give enables us to ship $14 worth

of life-changing – and life-saving – supplies!
What’s more, your generosity will be a testament to the Loaves and Fishes

miracle when Jesus multiplied seven loaves of  bread and a few small fish into
enough food to feed four thousand people!
So much is at stake. Thank you for whatever you can give today!
MAKE A SECURE DONATION ONLINE AT WWW.SALESIANMISSIONS.ORG/MIRACLE



EL SALVADOR:
A restaurant
serving the poor

In El Salvador there is a
restaurant called “Mamma
Margaret” that offers free
meals for people in need. It
follows the heart of Mamma
Margaret, the mother of Don
Bosco, who fed and nurtured
the children in her son’s care.

Most of the people who come
are not the young, but elderly peo-
ple who are poor, abandoned and
homeless. Most live in homeless
shelters or on the street. They are
people without family or anyone to
care for them, with nothing but the
love of God. To these people, the
restaurant staff offers breakfast,
lunch and a bit of kindness.

The restaurant belongs to the
Social Works of the Parish of Mary
Help of Christians and Don Rua. It
operates thanks to donations

from companies and people of
good will.

At meal times the elderly peo-
ple always start with a prayer. On
Saturday morning they join in the
rosary and attend Mass each
Sunday.

In May, the month of Mary
Help of Christians, the Mamma
Margaret Restaurant has a cam-
paign to raise funds because the
needs are many. In this Holy Year
of Mercy “feeding the hungry”
holds more meaning than ever.
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Salesian Snapshots
... a scrapbook of stories

from around the Salesian world

A lunchtime meal served at the restaurant



PHILIPPINES:
“Visiting the Sick”

Don Bosco Past Pupils
Association of Lawaan,
Philippines, recently helped
organize a free medical clin-
ic for impoverished chil-
dren and families who oth-
erwise could not afford
care. This annual one-day
clinic was hosted at the
Don Bosco Formation
Center on the island of
Cebu and staffed by local volun-
teer medical professionals. Close
to 300 patients received care and
education to improve their well-
being and quality of life.

With almost 25 million
Filipinos living at, or below, the
poverty line, such health clinics
are critically important. Children,
especially, suffer the most from
lack of access to medical care.

“In the Philippines -- as in so
many other countries -- health out-
comes are far worse for those liv-
ing in poverty,” says Father Mark
Hyde, S.D.B., Director of Salesian
Missions. “With no real system of
insurance, people must pay for

their medical expenses out of their
own pockets.”

Cardiologist Alex Junia, a
past Salesian student and presi-
dent of the Philippine Heart
Association, coordinated the
clinic in cooperation with the
local government. “By participat-
ing in this clinic, poor children
and families have taken a crucial
step toward improving their own
health,” Dr. Junia says. “Together
with the Salesians’ efforts to
address the root causes of
poverty throughout the islands,
we can begin moving toward bet-
ter health outcomes and quality
of life for all.”Y
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Doctors and other medical professionals
volunteered their time at the clinic
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Request these books online at: www.salesianmissions.org/catalog

Send our new
Christmas Book instead
of an ordinary card!

Summer/Fall 2016

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING BOOkS.

My donation of $__________ is enclosed. (SUGGESTED DONATION

IS $2.00 FOR EACH BOOk. MINIMUM REqUEST SHOULD BE FIvE

BOOkS OF ANY ONE TITLE)

“2017 Angel Datebook”                 Qty________
“The Joy of His Presence”              Qty________                                                                  
Name  _______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________ Apt._____

City __________________________________State ________Zip_______________

Email ________________________________________________________________

These books are always in great demand and supplies are limited.
So be sure to request them today!  Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery.

Inspirational Books Dept. HB
2 LEFEvRE LANE, PO  BOX 728, NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728

For yourself, a loved one ... or family and friends!
    Our new and very popular publications –
our “2017 Angel Datebook” and “The Joy of
His Presence” – are now available. Each
book comes with a mailing envelope so you
can send them to friends and loved ones.

    Share the joy and inspiration of the
Christmas Season and the New Year. Send
your request today for these beautiful books.

    Simply fill out the form below, indicate
your choice and the quantity desired. The suggested
donation is $2.00 for each book.

For faster processing,
call in your order or order online.

Send our new
Christmas Book instead

our “2017 Angel Datebook” and “The Joy of
His Presence” – are now available. Each
book comes with a mailing envelope so you
can send them to friends and loved ones.

Share the joy and inspiration of the
Christmas Season and the New Year. Send
your request today for these beautiful books.

    Simply fill out the form below, indicate
your choice and the quantity desired. The suggested (actual size of books

is 4” X 6”)

For yourself, a loved one ... or family and friends!
    Our new and very popular publication
our “2017 Angel Datebook” and “The Joy of

For yourself, a loved one ... or family and friends!
Our new and very popular publications –

our “2017 Angel Datebook” and “The Joy of

Share the Joy of Christmas
and the New Year ...



� SEND CHECK (TO SALESIAN MISSIONS), M.O. OR CHARGE:

Signature X________________________________________

¤� � �

Name  __________________________________________________________

Address  _____________________________________________ Apt.#______

City ____________________________________State _____Zip ___________

SALESIAN MISSIONS
2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728
NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10802-0728

EXP. DATE (MO/YR)

CID # REQUIRED
(LAST 3 DIGITS ON
SIGNATURE PANEL
ON BACK OF CARD)

Sum/Fall 2016

ITEM                QTY. SUGG. OFFERING         TOTAL

50048 CABLE KNIT THROW

Please allow 2 to 3 weeks for delivery

$68.00
TOTAL OFFERING ENCL:

Our Heavy Knit SALESIAN THROW
     Designed exclusively for Salesian Missions, this warm,
cozy throw proudly displays our mission logo.
     Knitted of soft, warm and comfortable machine washable
cotton, it measures a generous 48”x 63”. Natural color.
       Suggested offering: $68. Free Shipping!

A Perfect Christmas Gift!

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

OR ORDER SAFELY ONLINE AT WWW.SALESIANMISSIONS.ORG/THROWS
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Far too often in developing
countries, females are stigma-
tized as being second-class
citizens. And while the reasons
are many, the results are the
same: young lives brimming
with hope and potential are
stifled, ultimately trapping
girls  in a lifetime of poverty
and discrimination.

These girls face many dis-
advantages, including a lack of edu-
cation and finding employment.
“Societal norms often favor male
children,” explains Fr. Mark Hyde,
S.D.B., Director of Salesian Missions.
“In many cases, boys (seen as more
valuable) are sent to school while
girls are sent to work. In other
cases, families are just too poor to
pay tuition.

“This is why it is so important
that every girl has an equal oppor-
tunity for an education,” he urges.
“We know that young women who
have completed high school are six
times less likely to marry at a young
age. They are also more likely to
achieve financial independence,

control their own futures, and par-
ticipate in important decisions that
impact themselves, their families
and society as a whole.”

Globally, more than 62 million
girls are out of school. Salesian mis-
sionaries are committed to revers-
ing this trend, one girl and one
young woman at a time.

In Bolivia, for example, Casa
Maín offers shelter, meals, and edu-
cation to 160 girls who formerly
lived on the streets. They range
from elementary school children to
university students. In addition to
traditional classwork, the girls learn
life skills such as communication
and conflict management, as well as

advantages, including a lack of edu- control their own futures, and par-

Girls’ Lives Matter!
Nurturing the Potential of Girls through Education
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professional skills such as typ-
ing and computer literacy.

In India, the Don Bosco
Development Society in
Mumbai  works to empower
women in poverty to gain the
technical skills and confidence
they need to seek work. For
many of the participants, this is
the first time they receive edu-
cational training since the basic
schooling they were given as
young children.

And in Sierra Leone,
Salesian missionaries at Don Bosco
Fambul in Freetown have been
operating a girls’ shelter for the past
three years. It is geared specifically
toward young women who have
survived violence. Participants
have the opportunity to enroll in
vocational training programs and
life skills education that helps them
understand their rights. As a result,
they are able to improve their con-
fidence, overcome discrimination,
and find and retain employment.

These are just a few of thou-
sands of examples of Salesian-run
programs that help educate and
empower impoverished girls and
young women around the world.
Women are the backbone of the

family structure, and by providing
them with education, training skills
and support, families and communi-
ties become stronger.Y

Disadvantaged young women receiving vocational
training at a Salesian school in India.

Vocational training in Vietnam

Learn more! View a video of how the Salesians
lovingly work in Vietnam to educate young girls
and women to support themselves:

Go to: www SalesianMissions.org/Girls



“My vision is to become a con-
struction company owner, a large
scale commercial farmer and to give
employment to 100 people in the
next five years. And I know with the
help of God it will come to pass.

“But first, I must tell you of my
early life, and the help of the
Salesians, who first gave me the
tools and confidence I needed to
dream and succeed.

“I was born on November 12,
1978 in Dawiri, a village in the
Brong-Ahafo region of Ghana, the
youngest of eight siblings. I have
always valued education, but
obtaining it has been difficult.

When I was 14, in what is called
“primary four,” I found myself need-
ing to pay my own school expenses
because my 65-year-old father was
too old to work. So I learned how to
weave baskets from palm branches.
Together with other petty jobs
which earned me some money, I
was able to pay my own way
through my primary school years.

“I completed junior secondary

school in 1997 and was excited to
attend secondary school in 1998. I
had a scholarship but it did not take
care of expenses such as a school
uniform, shoes or books. So I could
not go to school that year, and it
seemed all my hopes were lost. But I
said to myself that with God’s help,
my destiny was in my hands.

“And then I learned of the
Don Bosco Vocational Institute
Odumase-Sunyani. I had travelled
to the western part of Ghana to
labor in a cocoa farm for one year,
earning the equivalent of USD $46
that I could use toward my educa-
tion. In January 1999, I applied to
Don Bosco and I was accepted.
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school in 1997 and was excited to

My Short Story:
A Salesian Success!
By Ernest Kwesi Bae



“Each day, after classes, I
worked at the school to pay for
my lunch. I worked weekends on a
local farm in exchange for lodg-
ing. The Salesians also gave me
financial aid, which freed me from
my burdens and helped me focus
on my training in construction
technology.

“This training changed my life.
After one year, I was able to work as
a stone mason and get paid. But I
dreamed of more. I wanted to
achieve Ghana’s highest technical
education certificate, Construction
Technicians Certificate Part III, so I
could establish my own small firm.

So I returned to Don Bosco in
2002, and by 2005 I had succeeded. I
could not have done that without
additional financial help from the
Salesians, who paid for my accom-
modations, meals and part of my
fees. The other expenses, I covered
by working at a local construction
company.

“After a year working at various
construction companies, I was
ready to launch my business. I
decided to name it Ernest de Bosco
Construction Works. As it turns out,
the Don Bosco Vocational Institute
needed my skills, helping to build
classrooms and dorms for students.

I applied for a contract, won it and
after doing a good job, the Salesians
referred me to many other contacts.

Today, I have 36 employees and
have indirectly employed 300 more
since 2006. I also run a small agricul-
tural business, Perfect Farms, as
well as an educational project that
sends volunteer teachers to my
home village.

“Throughout my journey, the
steady support of my wonderful
wife Mercy and our three precious
children gave me strength to move
forward. But most of all, I give sin-
cere thanks to God Almighty and
the Salesians of Don Bosco, without
whom my beautiful dreams would
not be a reality!”Y
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Ernest Kwesi Bae, a successful businessman
thanks to Salesian support.



WISHES OF THE MONTH

GRANT A WISH REPLY FORM SUM/FALL 2016

� YES, I want to help make a wish come true for Salesians and the
poor children and families they serve. I am enclosing my donation of:

� $7 � $10 � $25 � Other  $_________ for the life-saving works featured
in this magazine and all the other Salesian programs that benefit the needy.

ENCLOSE CHECK, MONEY ORDER (PAYABLE TO: SALESIAN MISSIONS) OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:

EXP. DATE (MO/YR)

¤ 

� � �
CID# REQUIRED (Last 3 digits on
signature panel on back of card)

CARD
NUMBER

Name___________________ Address ______________________________________________________Apt._____

City___________________________________________________________ State _________ Zip ______________

Email _________________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE X____________________________

•  Shelter the homeless in Bolivia. Your generosity helps us house, nourish and
encourage orphaned, abandoned and abused girls ages 5 -18 – and create a sense
of family where they can learn to love and trust again. See p.8.

•  Feed the hungry in El Salvador. Each day, dozens of elderly and impoverished resi-
dents gather at the Mamma Margaret Restaurant for a free meal and human contact.
Your gift helps support this crucial program, especially as the need for services
grows. See p.20.

•  Visit the sick in the Philippines. Without access to an annual free medical clinic,
hundreds of families would be unable to pay for basic health services. Your gift
helps fund medicines, vaccines, screening tests and more.  See p.21.

•  Give alms to the poor. Every day, in more than 130 countries around the world,
Salesian Missions provides crucial social services for those in need. From
impoverished students in Guatemala (p.18) to at-risk youth in Tampa (p.2) to
poor farmers who prayed for a village chapel in India (p.14) and everywhere in
between, your support helps give dignity and hope.

MAIL TO: SALESIAN MISSIONS 2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728 • NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728

In this Jubilee Year of Mercy
Pope Francis called this Year of Mercy as an invitation –
an invitation to love, kindness, and unbounded generosity.

Won’t you follow his lead and reach out
to those less fortunate… and grant a wish? 
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WE RESPECT YOUR PRIVACY…
In our efforts to raise additional funds to support

our worldwide work for the poor and needy, we
periodically make your name and address available
to other mailers. These include similar charitable
and humanitarian organizations and also compa-
nies which offer services and products that we
think you may be interested in. We are extremely
selective in choosing the organizations and com-
panies we associate with in this way.

If you prefer not to have your name and address
made available for this purpose and/or you want to
modify any mailing preferences, please call, write or
email your request to:

Attn: Donor Services
SALESIAN MISSIONS

2 LEFEvRE LANE, PO BOX 728
NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728

TEL: 914-633-8344 
Email: info@salesianmissions.org

CURRENT
SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS

WINNER OF EARLY BIRD PRIZE
APRIL 30, 2016

MS. MARTHA BAKER, BETHESDA MD  

WINNER OF GRAND PRIZE
MARCH 31, 2016

MS. CHANTAL ROUMER, NEW YORK NY

WINNER OF EARLY BIRD PRIZE
FEBRUARY 29, 2016

TERRY S. COFFIN, NORTH BERWICK ME

WINNER OF GRAND PRIZE
JANUARY 31, 2016

MR. AND MRS. PETER TOCCO, YONKERS NY  

WINNER OF EARLY BIRD PRIZE
DECEMBER 31, 2015

THOMAS C. BENTHIN, ORLANDO FL  

WINNER OF GRAND PRIZE
NOVEMBER 30, 2015

MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM E. BABIN, KISSIMMEE FL

Your Message
of Love to Haiti
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Fr. Mark and Bishop Ducange Sylvain
of Haiti in front of your banner of love.

Thanks to the outpouring of love from
you and others, the new Haiti Youth
Center, rebuilt after the devastating 2010
earthquake, is operational.

      And prominently displayed there is
the banner many of you helped to create
by returning your cloth patches with your
prayers and heartfelt messages.

      Each day happy children use the facility
and read the inspiring, hopeful words you
took the time to write.

      Thank you for being their friend.
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