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Dear Friend and Partner in Mission!

Did you notice the joyful faces on the cover of this magazine?
It’s a photo that warms my heart, because the message it conveys is
genuine, and unmistakable: “We are happy!”

It’s easy to take happiness for granted – to assume that all
children are inherently carefree and blissful. Sadly, as I know from
our Salesian missionaries around the world, nothing could be further

from the truth for far too many girls and boys. Robbed of their innocence by war, disaster
or illness, the indignities of forced labor and exploitation, or the lonely,  unforgiving streets,
they have nothing to smile about or celebrate.

Yet there is hope – and this photo is proof! Every day, your kind compassion reconnects
so many precious children with the simple pleasures of childhood.

When we work to ease the daily burdens of poverty (p. 11), remove the threats of
violence and despair (p. 18), and provide a sense of belonging (p.26), we demonstrate
love for precious children who need it most. And the true human impact is clear: visible in
their spontaneous expressions of joy and happiness.

I invite you to discover your own joy and happiness in the many success stories shared
on these pages – possible because of your generosity.

From around the globe, you have heard their cries – and have responded with a caring
kindness that allows us to bring these precious children new hope, brighter futures and the
chance to sing with joy. And I will be forever grateful. May God bless you!

Sincerely,

Fr. Mark Hyde, S.D.B.

P.S. Throughout this issue of SALESIAN, you’ll discover a number of ways you can continue
to demonstrate your love, compassion and kindness for the impoverished children and
families. Whether it’s clean water, a chapel in your honor, a gift that will be multiplied 14
times, or a charitable gift annuity that can provide you with guaranteed income for life, your
outstanding generosity will making a huge difference in the lives of those who need it most.

Letter from the Editor

Please know that throughout 2018, Masses will be
offered for you and our other partners in mission at
the Basilica of Jesus the Adolescent in Bethlehem
and here at our Salesian Missions Chapel.



Salesian Missions Delivers Water Tanks
to School in Papua New Guinea

According to a recent study commissioned by the United Nations, Papua
New Guinea suffers the poorest access to safe, clean water in the world:
more than 60 percent of the population lives without a reliable source of
drinking water, which causes chronic illness, time away from school
and work, and other adverse circumstances.

In order to help mitigate these risks, Salesian Missions recently
delivered eight water tanks to the Don Bosco Araimiri Secondary
School as part of its global Clean Water Initiative.

First established in 1980, Don Bosco Araimiri is located in a
remote, rural area and lacks many basic necessities. And, while its
250 students demonstrate high resilience, they occasionally lose the
battle for safe water.

“We use well water for washing and cooking,” explains Patricia Pou,
an 11th-grader at the school. “But during the dry months, we have to
fetch water from elsewhere, and it’s not clean. Lots of us get sick. Now
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�� YES, Fr. Mark, I want help bring life-saving
water to the poor. I enclose my first monthly gift of:

�� $20 �� $15 �� $10 �� $________a month.
I understand I’m not obligated to continue,
but will try to help on a regular basis.
�� Charge my credit card number:

Signature X __________________________________

�� I’d rather give a one-time gift of $________

Name ___________________________________________

Address_________________________________________

 _____________________________________Apt. #_____

City ____________________________________________

State _____________________________Zip____________

Email ___________________________________________

Dept. CWI
2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728 
NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728

EXP. DATE (MO/YR)

Return this coupon today to join the Salesian Clean Water Initiative!

Help bring clean water to those who need it most!
For as little as $10 a month you can participate in the Salesian Clean Water Initiative to help
build wells and supply other sources of fresh water to those who so desperately need it.

¤ 

� � �
CID# REQUIRED
(Last 3 digits on signature panel on back of card)

WIN/SPR 2018

To make a secure, immediate donation on-line, go to: www.salesianmissions.org/water

with the water tanks, we can focus on our studies without worry.”
“This project aligns perfectly with our vision to ensure that

every child, and every adult, has an accessible and reliable source of
clean water,” says Father Mark Hyde, director of Salesian Missions. “And
these improved facilities ensure that teachers and students are working
and learning in an optimal environment.”

Thank you! In honor and celebration of World Water Day, March 22, 2018,
Salesian Missions is proud to highlight programs such as this one in Papua New Guinea,
funded through our Clean Water Initiative. Your support of our clean water program
is saving many lives, especially those of precious children. Throughout the globe,
waterborne illnesses are the second leading cause of death for children under five.

Together, we are providing children and families access to clean water and
sanitation facilities while promoting safe hygiene practices. You have helped our
Salesians fund various water projects throughout the world which are either completed
or currently under construction.
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I give to Salesian Missions because:

1.     I can rely on my contributions to help dedicated missionaries
provide food, shelter, and life skills to young people in
developing countries.

2.    I can help children learn about Jesus and encourage them to
believe and follow His teachings.

3.    I can see pictures and read articles that show the results of
the good leadership and service Salesians provide to
improve lives of needy children.

4.   I believe my small contributions are carefully used to
further God’s work in our troubled world.

5.    I appreciate the books and other publications that are often
available to those of us who contribute to Salesians.

6.    I appreciate the prayers Salesians offer on my behalf.
7.    I especially like to contribute during “Loaves & Fishes,”

because my gifts are then multiplied.*
8.    I love to see the beautiful happy faces of the dear

children who are blessed by Salesian missionaries.
9.    I appreciate Salesians’ expressions of gratitude toward me.
10.   I enjoyed seeing the blue nail polish and the earrings on the

picture of the little girls (with the big smile) holding the
“Thank You” card you just sent me!

       Thank you!
       Mrs. Frances Edwards

Why I Give…
A Heartfelt Testimony from One of our Donors

* See page 16 to find out how your $1 donation can become $14 in aid!
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With your compassion, your heartfelt prayers
and your generous financial support, we are
making a tremendous impact in the lives of
needy children in  more than 130 countries
around the globe. St. John Bosco, our founder,
said, “Without you I can do nothing,” and his
words still ring true today. Together we can help
make the world a better place.

PLEASE CONSIDER THESE UNIQUE WAYS
TO PARTNER WITH US

Bequests - Bequests via your will or revocable living trust allow you to leave a
significant legacy to Salesian Missions. Since bequests are deductible for federal estate
tax purposes and subject to an unlimited deduction, gifts through your will or trust can
save you and your heirs estate taxes and allow you to make a much larger gift.

Retirement Accounts - Qualified retirement plan assets are the most tax-
burdened assets you can own. Many people do not realize that if they die with no
surviving spouse, any remaining balance in their qualified plan will be subject to
multiple levels of taxation that can claim 50% or more of its value. Indicating Salesian
Missions as the beneficiary is an option. 

Life Insurance – You may find that giving life insurance can provide you with an
efficient, affordable way to achieve your philanthropic goals! It is easy to name
Salesian Missions as the beneficiary of a life insurance policy. There are even other
creative tactics for using life insurance as a gifting option. 

These are just a few unique ways you can partner with us and make a mean-
ingful impact in the life of a poor child. If you would like more information
about these special gifting opportunities and other Planned Giving options,
please contact our Stewardship and Mission Specialist:

Liz Cahn, Tel: 914-500-1409
lizc@salesianmissions.org

Your Love and Generosity Help
Give Her a Decent Life…
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VOLUNTEERING: Decide to dedicate some of your time
and gain a life changing experience.

Find out more!
Salesian Lay Missioners: www.SalesianLayMissioners.org
SalesianVolunteerss: www.DonBoscoWest.org/volunteers
Volunteers in Development, Education & Solidarity:
www.vides.us

VOCATIONS:Salesian Priests, Brothers and Sisters
commit themselves to a simple but joyful community
lifestyle, and work toward evangelizing youth through
education, and educating through evangelization.

Find out more!
Salesian Priests & Brothers
Canada & Eastern United States:    www.salesiansofdonbosco.org
Western United States:                   www.donboscowest.org/vocation
Salesian Sisters
Canada & Eastern United States:   Email: happynun@gmail.com 
Western United States:                 Email: ssneaves@gmail.com
Salesian Cooperators:               Email: jdolan@martinattoway.com

SALESIAN YOUTH MINISTRY is helping young people around the
world to come to know and love Jesus Christ. Our way of ministering to young
people guides them to serve oth-
ers and the Church in the style of
St. John Bosco – the Father and
Teacher of the Young.

Find out more!
Canada: www.salesianym.ca
Eastern United States:
              www.salesianym.com
Western United States:
              www.salesianym.org

SALESIAN YOUTH SERVING THE WORLD

Is something
missing from your life?

MORE WAYS TO GET INVOLVED AND SERVE



In Swahili, Karibumeans “welcome:”
a word I’ve heard a lot these past two
weeks as I begin my year-long journey
as a Salesian Lay Missionary in
Lubumbashi, Democratic
Republic of the Congo. So,
Karibu to my brief tour of
my new home, where the
locals are immensely wel-
coming and joyful – not
just to a lone American,
but to everyone!

The Salesians have
served in Lubumbashi for
over 100 years. Today,
their presence is signifi-
cant, with 14 centers for
marginalized children at
the hub of their work. As
the main administrator for the Centrale de Vente (CDV) – a program
established five years ago to help these centers become self-sustaining –
I assist the locals who generate income by selling fruits, vegetables and
meat produced at four area agricultural training schools. My colleagues,

Notes From the Field…
A Salesian Lay Missioner Experience

Lay Missioner: Barbara Brzeski
Mission Assignment: Lubumbashi, DRC

In the style of Don Bosco, Barbara joins the
fun in the playground every day!

Karibu!

SALESIAN 7
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including a veterinarian and a farmer,
collaborate with the farms to increase
yield and assist with production while I
oversee marketing and client contacts.
Recently, CDV expanded our offerings
to include a variety of jams, which
proved highly popular at a holiday
market in December. As a result, we are
now low on supplies so I’m working to
replenish our stock.

I also take time during the week to
mingle with the children at two different centers. It's beautiful to see their
bright smiles, no matter what their background has been, and I love wit-
nessing their transformation as they thrive in a stable environment. One of
my favorite centers is Bakanja Ville, where kids first go after being rescued
from the streets. I have observed definite differences between the kids who
have been living on the street for a while, and the children who have been
at the center. This latter group better succeeds in handling their emotions,
and are generally more joyful – perhaps because the Salesians help them

Barbara volunteers at two
centers where neglected
children, many from the
streets, thrive in this loving
environment.
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rediscover their lost childhoods.
In Bakanja Ville’s library, for exam-
ple, kids not only can borrow
books, but also toys, rollerblades
and other sporting equipment.
Each week, a Zambian man teach-
es the children to juggle, unicycle,
tumble and perform other acrobat-
ic tricks. Whenever I can, I join
them in the courtyard to play.

Ultimately, social workers and
other staff at Bakanja Ville hope to

reunite children with
their parents or other family
members. In cases where this isn’t
possible, however, kids are wel-
come to stay at Bakanja Ville or
one of several other Salesian-run
permanent shelters in the area.

I’m so grateful to be here for
an extended period, so that I can
witness the children’s progress,
and what a difference that love,
attention, and security can make! 

The Salesian Lay Missioners is a faith-based volunteer program that offers a
unique opportunity to serve the poor children of the world. We sponsor
domestic and international placements and require a 1 or 2 year commitment.

If you would like more information about this
life-changing program, please write to:

Salesian Lay Missioners
Attn: Adam Rudin
2 Lefevre Lane

New Rochelle NY 10801-5710
(914) 633-8344  EXT:113

Or visit our website at:
www.SalesianLayMissioners.org
or email us at: slm@salesianmissions.org

Learn more about our work in the DRC! Visit www.salesianmissions.org/congo

Barbara



SALESIAN MISSIONS
FINANCIAL PLANNING OFFICE
ATTN: ANNA MARIA LANG
2 LEFEvRE LANE, PO BOX 728,
NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728

Send me more information about the returns and tax deductions I would receive under the Salesian
Missions Annuity Plan. I understand that all personal information you receive about me will be kept
absolutely confidential. (Minimum amount for a gift annuity is $5,000 and the minimum age
requirement is 55 deferred to age 60, or age 60 for immediate annuity)

WE CANNOT SEND INFORMATION WITHOUT DATE OF BIRTH

Name __________________________________________

Date of birth ___________________________ Sex______
Address ____________________________ Apt. #_______
City ____________________________________________
State _________________________ Zip_______________
Email __________________________________________

� YES! SHOW ME HOW I CAN HELP THE CHILDREN AND MYSELF!

AMOUNT OF GIFT CONSIDERED $ _____________

A SALESIAN MISSIONS CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY not only helps
poor children all over the world, but it can provide the donor/annuitant
with a very attractive stream of income for life. For example, with a gift of
$10,000, an individual, age 75 will receive a rate of 5.8%; at age 80, the rate
is 6.8%, and at age 90, the rate is 9.0%.

In addition to a guaranteed annual income,
other benefits include:
•A current income tax deduction • Tax free income
on a portion of the income received • Reduced
capital gains tax (on gifts made with appreciated
securities) • Possible reduction of estate tax
• The opportunity to make a significant gift to
Salesian Missions and make a real difference in
the lives of poor children by doing God’s work
• Membership in the Don Bosco Legacy Society

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON PLANNED GIVING:

•Visit our website at: www.SalesianMissions.org/annuity

• Call or Email our Annuity Officer, Anna Maria Lang:
   Tel: 914-633-8344 Ext. 206 or Email: amlang@salesianmissions.org
•Fill-in and return the form below.

FOR JOINT ANNUITY (PLEASE PRINT):
NAME OF OTHER PARTICIPANT:
_________________________________________________________

DATE OF BIRTH: MONTH_______ DAY________YEAR ________

FOR SINGLE ANNUITY (PLEASE PRINT):
(Not available in the state of Washington)

WIN/SPR
2018

GIVE and RECEIVE!



Salesians in the U.S.
and Canada

In 1897 the first Salesian missionaries (Priests & Brothers) settled in California.
Salesian Sisters soon followed, arriving in New Jersey in 1908. Being a missionary

in the U.S. at the time was difficult and challenging – but the good works progressed.
Today over 450 professed Salesian Priests, Brothers and Sisters are present in the

United States and Canada. Salesian Provinces based in Haledon NJ, New Rochelle NY,
San Antonio TX and San Francisco CA serve thousands of young and poor through-
out both countries. Their ministries encompass day care centers, elementary and
high schools, formation houses, religious education centers, parishes, summer
camps, development offices and youth centers. Thankfully, the spirit and joy of Don
Bosco is still alive today in the U.S. and Canada!

A Refuge in Florida:
The Salesians in Belle Glade

Belle Glade, Florida, is marked by natural beauty: its lush
agricultural landscape carved into a tapestry of color, scented
by sugar cane, sod, vegetables and fruit.

“Her soil is her fortune!” exclaims the city’s welcome sign; yet
this fortune has eluded so many of Belle Glade’s 17,000 residents.
Instead, the hardships of working this soil are similarly carved
onto their beautiful, yet weary, faces: the faces of migrant workers
and day-laborers toiling long hours, with little pay and their children
and parents struggling day to day. More than 30 percent of Belle
Glade’s population lives below the poverty line – including an
alarming 41 percent of those under the age of 18.

“Far too often, children grow up in homes that are in sham-
bles – humanly, physically and spiritually,” says Father Matthew
DeGance, pastor of St. Philip Benizi parish in Belle Glade. “In times

SALESIAN 11
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of such great need, we rely on Don Bosco’s guidance to help us
serve them, and their families.” 

Salesian missionaries first arrived in Belle Glade in August,
1980, at the request of then Archbishop of Miami, Edward A.
McCarthy. At the time, waves of Cuban and Haitian refugees
sought relief from oppression and poverty at home – only to
arrive in southern Florida with no language skills, personal
connections, or prospects. At St. Philip Benizi, these men,
women and children discovered a welcoming community: a
church where they could attend Mass; a catechetical center
where they could participate in religious instruction; and an
oratory where youth could enjoy respite from the stresses of
daily life. In the decades since, participation in all of these

Happy campers on the steps of St. Philip Benizi Church in Belle Glade.
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programs has exploded – a phenomenon Pastor Emeritus
Father Joseph Santa-Bibiana calls “bittersweet.”

“Church attendance had doubled by 2009, especially on Sundays,
and we had to enlarge the church in order to accommodate the
influx,” he explains. “Almost immediately, we could anticipate the
need for another expansion.”

Today, St. Philip’s youth programs remain immensely popular
among Belle Glade’s teens, parishioner and non-parishioner
alike. Each weekday, hundreds of boys and girls descend upon
the oratory for after-school activities: they play indoor and out-
door games; sing, dance, and create art; and forge friendships in
a safe environment defined by mutual respect.

“They say they come here to ‘chill,’” says Fr. Joseph. “And
they do. But we also hope to send them home with a little ‘fire of
God’s love’ in their hearts.”

More than 120 children have safe summer fun at camp each year.
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Such fire is more important now than ever, observes Fr.
Matthew. He’s concerned about what he describes as the “nearly
complete destruction of the family unit,” driven by worsening
poverty and unemployment. He explains that children and
teens need positive role models and guidance so they may
avoid the violence, drugs and other ills that infect Belle Glade’s
streets. Although the youth center itself requires many repairs,
Fr. Matthew and his staff hope to expand its hours of operation
to include Saturdays.

For now, Hurricane Irma has placed all non-essential repairs,
upgrades and expansions on hold as the Salesian community
seeks to address the storm’s extensive damage. Despite losses
to their own property, the Salesians are most concerned with
helping Belle Glade’s residents to recover.

“It is not an exaggeration to say that 85 to 90 percent of our
families were forced to evacuate, and have suffered considerable
financial losses because of it,” says Fr. Matthew. “Their time away
from the fields, and the flooding in the fields themselves, means

The interior of St Philip Benizi Church – a spiritual refuge
for the people of Belle Glade.

Winter/Spring 2018
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they have been unable to earn any money. I must
receive six to eight requests each day for help with food
and utility bills. With the grace of God, we will all get through this.”

Looking ahead, Fr. Matthew dreams of launching a compre-
hensive after-school program that fully meets the academic,
human and spiritual needs of local children. Operating five days
per week from 3-9pm, the program would include tutoring, a
nightly meal, and recreational opportunities.

“Such a project will build upon the great efforts made by
many Salesians over the past 37 years,” he concludes. “And it will
help so many deserving children turn their lives around.”Y

The Salesian High School
Student Council in NY,
hosted a car wash to
help Hurricane Relief
efforts at Salesian works
in Florida and Puerto
Rico. Over $1,500 was
raised and in April the
students will be conduct-
ing a mission trip to
Belle Glade, Fl. 

Hurricane Irma hit the parish
hard this last September. All
non-essential repairs were
put on hold as the Salesian
community works to clear up
and repair the damage. 

s

s

HELP IS STILL NEEDED!
Make a secure donation online at www.salesianmissions.org/give-hurricane
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YES! I want to be part of this modern-day
Loaves & Fishes miracle!

ENCLOSE CHECK, MONEY ORDER (PAYABLE TO: SALESIAN MISSIONS) OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:

EXP. DATE (MO/YR)

¤ 

� � �
CID# REQUIRED (Last 3 digits on
signature panel on back of card)

CARD
NUMBER

WIN/SPR 2018
DE

MAIL TO: 2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728 • NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728

Name___________________________________ Address________________________________________Apt. ____

City___________________________________________________________ State _________ Zip ______________

Email __________________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE X____________________________

You can be part of a
modern-day Loaves
and Fishes miracle!
Every $1=$14

� Enclosed is my gift that will multiply 14X! �$10 �$15 �$25 �$_____

Several organizations have partnered
with Salesian Missions because they have tons (literally!) of
essential items that they want to donate free of  charge… but
we need your help to get them into the hands of  poor children
and families who need them the most.HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP…

We can pack a large container – about the size of  a tractor-trailer truck –
with $70,000 worth of  donated food, medicine, clothing or school supplies.
But we need your help to pay the $5,000 overseas shipping cost.
Simply put, every $1 you give enables us to ship $14 worth

of life-changing – and life-saving – supplies!
What’s more, your generosity will be a testament to the Loaves and Fishes

miracle when Jesus multiplied seven loaves of  bread and a few small fish into
enough food to feed four thousand people!
So much is at stake. Thank you for whatever you can give today!
MAKE A SECURE DONATION ONLINE AT WWW.SALESIANMISSIONS.ORG/MIRACLE
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INDIA: Teaching impoverished
women marketable skills

Since 2001, the Don Bosco Develop-
ment Society (DBDS) has worked  through-
out India to address the problems of
poverty. In addition to its emphasis on
health care, educational access, food
security and clean water, the organization
is particularly interested in empowering
young women with the skills they need to
support themselves and their families. Last
year, more than 200 women participated in
training opportunities designed to help
them launch profitable micro-businesses.   

“In impoverished communities in India
and around the world, one income often
isn’t enough to sustain a family’s most

basic needs,” says Father Mark Hyde, director of Salesian Missions. “Yet,
cultural barriers and gender inequalities mean that young women do not
have the same access to education as men, and are often discouraged from
working outside the home. As a result, far too many families are bound by
the chains of poverty with no hope of escape.”

Recently in Mumbai – where 60 percent of the population lives in
slums, and where a devastating monsoon season left much of the city
underwater for weeks – the DBDS offered a candle-making workshop for
impoverished women affected by the flooding. During this two-day

Salesian Snapshots
... a scrapbook of stories

from around the Salesian world

Young women learning the business
of artisan candlemaking,



training session, 40 women learned to make artisan candles from raw
materials provided by DBDS. They also learned how to budget, price, mar-
ket and sell their products.

“I learned valuable income-generating skills that will help me and my
family recover from our losses,” says Mrs. Hassina Khan, one of the work-
shop’s participants. “I am grateful for Don Bosco and this opportunity.”

VENEZUELA: New hope for street children
In Caracas, Venezuela,

thousands of vulnerable chil-
dren live on the streets: vic-
tims of escalating economic
inequality, food insecurity,
and home-based violence.
Here, they struggle to sur-
vive amid the threat of gang
violence, the lure of alcohol
and drugs, and a society
bent on pushing them aside.

“Public policy does lit-
tle to protect these girls
and boys,” says Leonardo
Rodríguez, president of the Salesian-run Red de Casas Don Bosco (“Network
of Don Bosco Homes”) – a nonprofit association that assists homeless
youth. “They have no rights or recourse to address exploitation or abuse.
Worse, they have little opportunity to learn the skills they need to reverse
their situations. They become trapped with no hope for a better future.”

Together with dedicated staff throughout the network, Mr. Rodríguez is
determined to teach these youngsters to become self-sufficient, socially
integrated members of society.

At Patio Abierto Don Bosco – one of several shelters in the network –
youth discover a safe haven where they are treated with dignity and
respect. Four times per week, staff ventures into the streets to introduce

Winter/Spring 201818

Patio Abierto Don Bosco - 
a Salesian-run safe haven for street children.
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children to the center – where they can bathe, wash their
clothes, enjoy a nutritious meal, rest, and play sports. This is a
first step on a journey toward improved quality of life through
comprehensive rehabilitation  leading to a brighter future.

NIGERIA: Donated
bus improves
opportunities for
students

The John Bosco Institute
of Technology in Ondo,
Nigeria, was established in
1987 and has more than
2,000 graduates to date. The
school offers courses in
mechanical engineering, car-
pentry, automotive engineering, electrical installation, business adminis-
tration, computer science, and event management. Currently, 400 stu-
dents are learning important skills and trades in order to prepare them-
selves for the workforce.

Thanks to a recent donation by Stocker Bus Company in Newton,
New Jersey, these students now have a way to easily participate in
meaningful extracurricular activities that contribute to their personal
development: their own school bus. Salesian Missions secured the bus
and shipped it to the school.

“Donations like this bus help ensure a well-rounded education for
our students,” says Father Eric Akinboboye, a Salesian priest serving in
the Ondo community. “Now, they can take full advantage of everything
offered in the surrounding areas and at other schools, such as academic
competitions, peer-to-peer activities, and sporting events – without the
stress of wondering how or if they can get there.”

The donated bus transporting grateful students!
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EGYPT: Don Bosco’s gift to youth
In 1896, Father Michael

Rua first established a pres-
ence in Alexandria, Egypt.
Since then, Salesian mission-
aries have worked on behalf
of some of the country’s
most impoverished men,
women and children. At a
time when as many as 49 per-
cent of rural families cannot
meet their most basic food
and shelter requirements,
this assistance is critical.

Throughout the country,
Salesian missionaries run high-quality vocational schools, oratories,
refugee programs and other services. In the Zaytoun district of Cairo,
for example, the Salesian community provides education and social
development services for youth and their families living in poverty.

“Our programs are frequented by street children, orphans, chil-
dren of workers, middle-class young people and people of many reli-
gious backgrounds,” says Father Dany Kerio, Rector. “We also serve
South Sudanese refugees and displaced persons – tribes and ethnic
groups that would be enemies at home, but are at peace with each
other here. So many prejudices have been dispelled.” Additionally in
Cairo, the Salesian-run vocational school attracts 800 students from
around the country. And, back in Alexandria, what was initially a
school for young Italian immigrants now educates 900 students.

For so many youth in Egypt, a Salesian education represents the
only opportunity they have to break the chains of poverty, prejudice
and despair. Christian and Muslim alike, youth and parents recognize
this true and lasting gift of Don Bosco.Y

Young Egyptian students enjoying
a Salesian education.
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(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

�  Enclosed is my gift of $16,000.00 to build a Village Memorial Chapel.
�  Enclosed is my gift of $21,000.00 to build a Memorial Chapel in a remote and difficult area.
�  Enclosed is my gift of $26,000.00 to build a Memorial Chapel in the most far removed

and neglected area.
PLEASE CHECK ONE:    � IN MEMORY OF:     � IN HONOR OF:     � DEDICATED TO:

NAME: ______________________________________________________________

� Please send me more information. (You can also Email or phone us, if you wish)
Name____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address   _____________________________________________________________________________Apt. #______

City____________________________State _____ Zip _______ Email: _____________________________________

2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728 • NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728
TELEPHONE: (914) 633-8344  •  Email: chapels@salesianmissions.org

Is now this!
Thanks to

generous people
like you!

     Millions of people throughout Africa, Central and
South America, India and Asia are celebrating Mass
and worshiping God in the most primitive conditions.
Salesian missionaries are in desperate need of funds
to build simple and decent houses of worship. 

     You can have a Memorial Chapel built in honor of
your favorite saint and dedicate it to anyone you
wish – living or deceased. What a wonderful way to
remember a loved one – and help the Lord’s most
impoverished followers.

EACH CHAPEL IS A UNIQUE DESIGN THAT REFLECTS
THE NEEDS OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITY IT SERVES.
     You can make an individual gift to build
a Memorial Chapel, or groups or organizations
can pool their donations. If you wish, you
can also specify in your Will that a
chapel be erected in your honor or
for anyone you choose. 

Read more about our Chapel Building
Program by visiting us online at:
www.SalesianMissions.org/chapels

What was once sticks and straw...What was once sticks and straw...
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The morning of June 24, 2017 began with cloudy skies and drizzle.
But that did not deter the arrival of a number of Salesian
Missions Don Bosco Legacy Society members along with several
Salesian staff members and two very special guests. These
included visiting Missionaries, Fr. John Vaikath, S.D.B. of Calcutta,
India and Fr. Sean McEwen, S.D.B. of South Africa. A simple buffet
breakfast was kicked off by the blessings and welcoming remarks
of Salesian Missions Director, Fr. Mark Hyde, S.D.B. During the
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Another Don Bosco
Legacy Society Event…

Celebration of the Eucharist and Rite of Ordination
to the Priesthood of four Salesian Deacons



breakfast, the group was
treated to inspiring
remarks from Fr. John
and Fr. Sean who spoke
passionately about the
Salesian programs they
direct in their respective
countries.  They described
many challenges they face
and the persistence and
dedication they and
their fellow missionaries
employ to implement
life-changing programs
that benefit so many children. Their remarks gave credence to the good
work accomplished every day by the Salesian family and validate the
dreams of St. Don Bosco. 

As the breakfast con-
cluded, the sky cleared and
the group traveled the short
distance to Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Church in
Pelham, NY to witness the
Celebration of the Eucharist
and Rite of Ordination to
the Priesthood of four
Salesian Deacons; Paul
Phuoc Trong Chu, S.D.B.;
Minh Duc Dang, S.D.B.; Jean
Wilgintz Polynice, S.D.B.;
and Dieunel Victor, S.D.B..

The Principal Celebrant
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Fr. John Vaikath, S.D.B. with Salesian Mission’s Director,
Fr. Mark Hyde, S.D.B. and Fr. Sean McEwen, S.D.B.

Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga, S.D.B.,
with procession of soon-to-be Priests.
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of this beautiful ceremony was His Eminence, Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez
Maradiaga, S.D.B., who flew directly from the Vatican for this blessed
occasion. The church was full to capacity of the faithful, including
approximately two hundred priests who actively participated in the
ordination.

John Janet and Donna Griffin, two Salesian Missions Don Bosco
Legacy Society members remarked “It was a distinct honor to attend the
Ordination to the Priesthood of four of God’s servants into the Salesian
Order. The Mass was a beautiful ceremony and the Ordination of the
newly Ordained Priests was a very moving and powerful experience.
We were honored to attend, and
look forward to being part of
future Vocations to the Salesian
Order.”

Following the ceremony, the
hundreds who attended enjoyed
a wonderful reception celebra-
tion and luncheon.Y

Following the Mass
and Ordination,
Fr. Mark joined
Salesian friends at
a joyful luncheon
celebration.



SALESIAN 25

The Don Bosco Legacy Society
recognizes those individuals who have made an

extra special gift to Salesian Missions in order
to help us achieve our mission of bringing
hope to millions of needy children and
their families throughout the world.

Please consider becoming a member of
our Don Bosco Legacy Society today.
Whether you are interested in an
Annuity, outright gift of $10,000 or more,
or even remembering Salesian Missions
in your Will – your generosity and

thoughtfulness will benefit poor children
and help to make the world a better place.

As a member of the
Don Bosco Legacy Society

you receive:

•  Special Certificate of Membership
•  Unique bronze-finished statue

of St. Don Bosco
•  Personal communication and

prayer remembrances from our
Director, Fr. Mark Hyde, S.D.B.

•  A special remembrance in an
annual Mass honoring all Legacy
Society Members

•  Opportunity to pray and partner
with the Salesians to help
empower poor youth

Contact our Stewardship
and Mission Specialist,
Anna Maria Lang at

(914) 633-8344 Ext. 206,
or email at

amlang@SalesianMissions.org,
or write to our address, attn:

Anna Maria Lang.

Please be sure to let her
know your prayer intentions,

so we can pray for your
special needs.

To learn more about the Don Bosco Legacy Society,
visit: www.salesianmissions.org/dbls



Two months after Rabbul
Hussain’s mother passed away,
his father – as is customary
in rural villages throughout
India – remarried. When
Rabbul’s new stepmother not
only refused to accept him,
but also regularly beat him, he
felt compelled to run away.

“I was only eight years old;
but I was feeling so sad and
unloved,” Rabbul explains.
Hoping to find his maternal
uncle, he hopped on a bus – but
navigating a complicated,
crowded system proved impos-
sible. Instead, he found himself
at Kolkata’s Howrah train sta-
tion – lost and scared in one of
India’s busiest transit centers.

Rabbul’s fate seemed bleak.
Each day in India, millions of
orphaned, abandoned or run-
away children struggle to survive on the streets. Few escape the
horrors of rampant exploitation, forced labor, physical violence and
substance abuse.

“These children are the reason we exist,” says Father Alfred Paul,
director of Don Bosco Ashalayam in Kolkata.
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A Safe Haven for the Night…
and Much More!



In 1985, a Salesian
priest first noticed the
unsettling numbers of
unaccompanied girls
and boys roaming
around the platforms
of Howrah station. He
took action and
opened Don Bosco
Ashalayam which has
offered safe shelter,
nutritious meals, warm
beds and medical care to more
than 80,000 youth. Outreach staff
first invite these “railway children”
to one of two night shelters, which
introduces them to life in a safe,
supportive environment. (Monthly
events called melas, or festivals,
draw even greater numbers of chil-
dren to the shelters). And, while
they are always free to leave,
many girls and boys elect to
remain under the care of the
Salesian staff. In such instances,
children are placed at one of 20
Salesian homes around Kolkata
according to gender and age. There
they receive basic education, voca-
tional and life skills training, and a
chance to build brighter futures.
Those who struggle with addictions
can also attend a five-day residen-
tial program that equips youth to

make life-positive choices free from
substance abuse.

Fortunately for Rabbul,
Ashalayam staff discovered him
almost immediately – and the rest
is history.

“When I arrived, the kids were
gathered for summer camp: play-
ing games, singing songs and eat-
ing ice cream. They invited me to
join in, and for the first time in my
life, I felt like I belonged.”

After an unsuccessful reunifi-
cation attempt with his father,
Rabbul remained with Ashalayam
and proved to be a motivated,
successful student. Now 18, he
mentors younger boys who have
suffered similar life circumstances.

“I see myself in them,” he
says, “and I want them to be just
as happy as I have become.”Y
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“For the first time in my life, I felt like I belonged.”
– Rabbul Hussain



WISHES OF THE MONTH

GRANT A WISH REPLY FORM WIN/SPR 2018

� YES, I want to help make a wish come true for Salesians and the
poor children and families they serve. I am enclosing my donation of:

� $7 � $10 � $25 � Other  $_________ for the life-saving works featured
in this magazine and all the other Salesian programs that benefit the needy.

ENCLOSE CHECK, MONEY ORDER (PAYABLE TO: SALESIAN MISSIONS) OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:

EXP. DATE (MO/YR)

¤ 

� � �
CID# REQUIRED (Last 3 digits on
signature panel on back of card)

CARD
NUMBER

Name___________________ Address ______________________________________________________Apt._____

City___________________________________________________________ State _________ Zip ______________

Email _________________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE X____________________________

•  Help provide safe drinking water. Thousands of precious children get ill and many
die each day from drinking contaminated water. You can help them through our
Clean Water Initiative. See p. 2

•  Support marginalized children and families in times of disaster. Salesian missionaries
in communities like Belle Glade, Florida must continue their crucial work despite
significant losses to their own property. Your support ensures uninterrupted services
to those who have nowhere else to turn. See p. 11.

•  Teach women marketable skills. In many impoverished countries around the
world, a single income is insufficient to support a family’s most basic require-
ments. Your generosity empowers marginalized wives and mothers with the
skills, confidence, and support they need to learn a trade. See p. 17.

•  Plant the seeds of understanding and respect. Violence and war are so often
sewn in the fertile grounds of poverty and ignorance. In countries like Egypt,
Salesian-led schools and youth programs offer the education and resources
children need – regardless of faith or background – to forge common bonds and
move beyond prejudice and despair. See p. 20.

MAIL TO: SALESIAN MISSIONS 2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728 • NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728

Count Your Blessings - Grant a Wish!
The Salesians work in over 130 countries. Just imagine, then,
how many of our missionaries write to tell us of their hopes
and dreams, trials and successes. Maybe, as you count your
blessings, you could grant a wish. God bless you!

Fr. Mark



WE RESPECT YOUR PRIVACY…
In our efforts to raise additional funds to support

our worldwide work for the poor and needy, we
periodically make your name and address available
to other mailers. These include similar charitable
and humanitarian organizations and also compa-
nies which offer services and products that we
think you may be interested in. We are extremely
selective in choosing the organizations and com-
panies we associate with in this way.

If you prefer not to have your name and address
made available for this purpose and/or you want to
modify any mailing preferences, please call, write or
email your request to:

Attn: Donor Services

SALESIAN MISSIONS

2 LEFEvRE LANE, PO BOX 728

NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728

TEL: 914-633-8344 

Email: info@salesianmissions.org

CURRENT
SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS

WINNER OF GRAND PRIZE
MAY 31, 2017

JOHN P. SCHROEDER, SUN CITY WEST AZ 

WINNER OF EARLY BIRD PRIZE
JUNE 30, 2017

SALLIE I. GOLDFINCH, CHERAW SC

WINNER OF GRAND PRIZE
JULY 31, 2017 

ANITA M. GARGALA, STEUBENVILLE OH

WINNER OF EARLY BIRD PRIZE
AUGUST 31, 2017

LINDA DAUGHERTY, GULF SHORES AL 

WINNER OF GRAND PRIZE
SEPTEMBER 30, 2017

KELLY HENSLEY, OLIVE BRANCH MS

WINNER OF EARLY BIRD PRIZE
OCTOBER 31, 2017

CHARLAINE BUCKMAN, WALNUT CREEK CA  

Lent is a time for intentional
prayer, reflection and joyful
anticipation of Easter.

Sign up for our Lenten Devotionals
and each week during Lent, you will
receive a special email with daily
Scripture passages and inspirational
messages.

These reflections will help guide you
and lift your spirit as the Resurrection
comes to light.

Sign up now at:
www.SalesianMissions.org/Lent

Join us in
Anticipation of

Easter!
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