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A Written Testimony Of How You Bring God-Saving Grace To A Troubled World

New Mission, New Hope in Angola
 Far too often, simply 
being born in Angola 
predicts a lifelong cycle 
of poverty. In Huambo, 
Salesian missionaries are 
building the foundational 
programs and services 
youth need to overcome 
their odds.
 And there’s no better 
time than now.
 Despite surviving 
decades of violent 
civil war, the country’s 
population continues to face 
diminished prospects for the 
future. As many as 50 percent 
of children under the age of five 
are malnourished. Fewer than 20 
percent of adolescents ages 12-17 
continue their education into high 
school. Partially as a result, more 
than 65% of Angolans are illiterate 
and close to 70% struggle to live 
on less than $2 a day.
 “This is why our work here is 
vital,” says Fr. Gus Baek, director 
of Salesian Missions. “Nearly 
half of Angola’s population is 
under the age of 15. This offers a 
remarkable opportunity to address 
the root causes of poverty before 
they set in.”

 Salesian missionaries first 
arrived in Angola during the 
1990s, when children fleeing 
the war began teeming into the 
capital city of Luanda. Since 
then, their presence has expanded 
into nine locations to include 
comprehensive support for street 
kids; technical and vocational 
training opportunities; youth 
activity centers; nutritional 
programs; and more. When 
Huambo’s archbishop requested a 
Salesian presence in his area, our 
missionaries readily agreed.
 Nearly 100,000 people live in 
15 different communities around 
Huambo—a largely rural area where 
most residents rely on subsistence 

farming or daily wage 
jobs to survive. Erratic 
weather, soil degradation, 
and outdated agricultural 
practices contribute both 
to ongoing food insecurity 
and missed opportunities 
to create sustainable 
land-based enterprises. 
In order to address these 
challenges and harness 
possibilities, missionaries 
first intend to establish 
an agricultural training 

program for Huambo’s youth.
 “This program will help 
participants learn relevant skills 
to become self-sufficient adults,” 
says Fr. Gus. “And, because the 
training is based on local need, 
graduates can apply what they’ve 
learned where they already live. 
Ultimately, this can improve 
living standards and future 
prospects for the community at 
large.” 
 Already, the Salesians have 
launched a modest vegetable and 
chicken farm that provides food 
and learning opportunities for 
local residents. No doubt, this is 
the beginning of a long and fruitful 
mission.

This Month’s Child
 No one knows the 
circumstances of Kirabu’s birth 
or early days … only that he was 
abandoned on the doorstep of the 
Church of Salesians of Don Bosco 
Bombo Namaliga as an infant.
 Thanks to that providence—
and our Salesian missionaries at 
Don Bosco Children and Life 
Mission (CALM)—Kirabu is 
now a thriving 7th-grader with 
big dreams for the future.
 Since 2006, missionaries 
and staff at Don Bosco CALM 
have rescued and rehabilitated 
hundreds of orphaned and 
abandoned youth like Kirabu.  

 Currently, 165 boys enjoy 
a welcoming home where their 
basic needs are met and their 
education is a given. Younger 
boys attend Don Bosco Primary 
School while older ones attend 
Salesian-run high schools or 
technical training centers.
 Today, Kirabu’s teachers 
describe him as a “bright humble 
boy” who loves school and 
soccer. And he’s trained his 
eye on a big career. “I want to 
work hard and become a bank 
manager!” he says.
 We can’t wait to see what he 
achieves.

Name: Kirabu
Home:  Uganda

This Month’s Call For Prayer
While we have reason to be hopeful that vaccines and treatments will alleviate the 
devastation caused by the global pandemic, we must continue to remember, and pray for, 
the millions of impoverished children and families whose suffering will continue.
Join us every Wednesday at 10am EST for our weekly Chapel Mass - Live Streaming NOW! 

Go to our website for details: SalesianMissions.org/mass
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