
�������������������������

SUMMER/FALL 2026



One person, like you, can make a significant difference. Your 
decision to remember Salesian Missions in your Will can bring 
positive change to the future of thousands of needy children 
struggling each day just to survive.
Our programs around the world are saving these precious 

lives… and helping to make the world a better place.
By including Salesian Missions in your planned giving, your 

heart and soul are forever part of these good works.
So consider leaving a legacy of love and hope that will live on 

in generations to come.

Please remember Salesian Missions in your Will…

Leave a Legacy of Love and Hope…

And Help Make the World a Better Place.
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Letter From The Editor
Dear Friend and Partner in Mission!
As I hear from our missionaries abroad 

about the suffering endured by the children 
and families they serve each day, I’ve become increasingly 

concerned about the hardships experienced by our very own supporters – caring 
friends like you who make our lifesaving work possible.

Sadly, many of our loyal donors are now experiencing their own financial 
challenges that have affected their ability to give to Salesian Missions. In just the past 
few years, the number of gifts we receive each year has dropped by nearly 40%. Other 
humanitarian organizations are struggling as well, and it breaks my heart to think of 
all the desperate people around the world who may be affected.

Although I often worry about the future, I’m inspired by my faith in God and the 
determination of our dedicated supporters. In the past, during times of financial 
crisis, those of our donors who had the ability stepped up and filled the void of those 
unable to give as much.

With you by our side, we will overcome the challenges we face and will continue 
to bring comfort, opportunity and hope to our suffering brothers and sisters in most 
need.

Throughout this issue of SALESIAN, you will see examples of just how much your 
generosity and kindness make a profound impact. I hope you share in our joy in these 
accomplishments and accept our sincere appreciation for being a cherished member 
of our Salesian family. 

				    All God’s blessings now and always,

				    Fr. Michael Conway, S.D.B.
P.S. This issue of SALESIAN will bring to light several ways for you to demonstrate 

your continued support. Whether it’s a gift that will be multiplied 14 times, building 
a chapel in someone’s honor, or including Salesian Missions in your estate plans, your 
generosity makes a lifesaving difference. Thank you!

Please know that throughout the year, Masses will be 
offered for you and our other partners in mission at the 
Basilica of Jesus the Adolescent in Bethlehem as well as 
here at our Salesian Missions Chapel.
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The people of Cambodia are enduring hardships no one should have 
to face in a lifetime. Thousands of civilians have been forced to flee 
and take shelter as their homes and communities have been ravaged by 
airstrikes and artillery fire at the Thai border. Children, families, and 
the elderly have all been deeply impacted, with an estimated 500,000 
people displaced across the country. 

As the country faces one of the most significant conflict escalations in 
recent years, students of the Don Bosco Educational Center in Poipet 
have been directly affected as their school has been forced to halt 
operations indefinitely. 

Since 2005, Don Bosco Poipet has provided much-needed education 
and vocational training to poor, disadvantaged, and at-risk children. 
These children are in dire need of support—perhaps now more than 
ever—as both their education and homes are under threat.

Despite the school’s closure, the Salesians in the region have 

Safety, Safety, 
Stability, Stability, 
and Hope and Hope 
Amid Chaos Amid Chaos 
in Cambodiain Cambodia
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remained steadfast in their mission, continuing their 
work on the ground in Cambodia and providing 
essential support to those in need.

“We are proud of the work that the Salesians in 
Cambodia are doing to provide care and resources 
to families whose lives have been uprooted and deeply impacted by 
this crisis,” says Father Michael Conway, Director of Salesian Missions. 
“Our missionaries continue to demonstrate unwavering compassion 
and resilience as they deliver critical aid to those affected.”

“This work would not 
be possible without the 
continued generosity 
of our supporters who 
understand the urgency 
of this crisis and the 
importance of standing 
with these families in 
their time of need,” Fr. 
Mike continues. “When 
victims of humanitarian 
crises receive sustained support, it not only meets their immediate 
needs but also restores hope and stability for the future.”

Delivering Essential Aid and Resources
The Salesians witnessed the devastating impact of the conflict 

firsthand as they visited refugee camps and temporary shelters in Siem 
Reap and Uddar Meanchey provinces. During these visits, missionaries 
met with the families of students and staff; distributing food, household 
supplies, and hygiene materials. The children were also given small 
treats—simple gestures meant to bring moments of comfort, joy, and a 
sense of normalcy in the midst of crisis.
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For many families, 
these camps have 
become their only 
refuge—crowded, 
uncertain spaces where 
access to clean water, 
food, and medical 
care remains limited. 
Families are doing 
everything they can to 
protect their children 
while navigating the loss of their homes, livelihoods, and sense of 
security. For children, the disruption of school and daily life has only 
deepened the emotional toll of displacement.

The visit aimed not only to provide immediate relief, but also 
to restore hope for families facing unimaginable loss—offering 
reassurance, dignity, and a reminder that even in the darkest moments, 
compassion and care endure.

The Need for International Support
Salesians across Cambodia are mobilizing in an effort to provide 

relief amid the crisis, growing displacement, and urgent humanitarian 
need.

Salesian communities across Phnom Penh, Kep, Sihanoukville, 
Battambang, and Poipet have begun mobilizing resources to raise 
funds for displaced students and their families, working to deliver 
food, shelter, and other essential aid. At the same time, local Salesian 
institutions are putting contingency plans in place to support students 
whose education has been disrupted—helping ensure continued access 
to meals, transportation, and pastoral care during these challenging 
times.
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Speaking from the front lines, a Salesian 
missionary highlighted the critical needs of displaced 
communities, emphasizing the urgent need for global 
support: “Don Bosco Cambodia is appealing to 
the international community, 
partner organizations and 
benefactors to assist families of 
displaced students—especially 
those now living in temporary 
camps or without stable 
housing. Support is urgently 
needed for food, shelter, 
transportation, school materials 
and psychosocial assistance.”

The Salesian missionary added, “The Salesian community also 
renews its call for peace, urging all parties to prioritize the protection 
of civilians, especially children, and to pursue dialogue to end the 
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violence. Don Bosco Cambodia emphasizes that education, safety and 
human dignity must remain above conflict.”

For the families, each day brings uncertainty, 
instability, and the struggle to rebuild what has 
been lost. For the Salesians the work has only just 
begun.

For more information on our work in Cambodia, 
scan this QR Code or visit:  
www.salesianmissions.org/Cambodia. 

JOIN US FOR HOLY MASS!
Now streaming LIVE every week 

from our Salesian Missions Chapel.
Just go on your computer, type in
SalesianMissions.org/Mass

every Wednesday at 10:00am (EST)
I hope you will be with us to worship and pray together… 

and be sure to invite your friends and loved ones.

LiveMassAd_NEW.indd   1LiveMassAd_NEW.indd   1 4/5/23   11:22 AM4/5/23   11:22 AM
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“He helps us in all our troubles so 
that we can help others.” 

                                      2 Corinthians 1:3-4

While so many children and 
families around the world struggle 
to make it through each day, many 
of our loyal donors are facing their own 
financial challenges and are unable to give 
what they normally would. As a result, funding 
for our lifesaving work is at a critical shortfall. I fear 
some of our mission works may be at risk.
 
If you can find it in your heart and have the means to give a little 
extra right now, we urge you to support our

 Salesian Missions Emergency Fund
Your help right now will ensure that we can continue to serve those 
who rely on us each day for food, clothing, shelter, medicine and the 
chance to escape poverty through education.

This is a very challenging time for us at Salesian Missions. We 
desperately need your financial support... and we also need your 
prayers to help us through this difficult time. We want to pray for your 
needs and intentions, too. Please list your prayer requests below and 
return them to us.

  May God bless your for caring,

Salesian Missions Emergency Fund SUM/FALL 
2026 EF

   YES, I can help today. Enclosed is my gift of $_________

ENCLOSE CHECK, MONEY ORDER (PAYABLE TO: SALESIAN MISSIONS) OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:

EXP. DATE (MO/YR)

❏ ❏ ❏
CID# REQUIRED (Last 3 digits on 
signature panel on back of card)

CARD  
NUMBER

Name________________________________ Address ______________________________________ Apt._____
City___________________________________________________________ State _________ Zip _____________
Email _______________________________ _________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE X____________________________

   Please pray for my needs and intentions as follows: _________________________
__________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Mail to: Salesian Missions 2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728 • NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728

®�
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Notes From The FieldNotes From The Field
A Salesian Lay Missioner Experience

lay missioner: ambroise curutchague

mission assignment: lufubu, zambia

In Lufubu, only the strong survive. 
Or so it is said.
In the far northwest of Zambia is a small valley of the Luapula River. 

People here have lived the same way for generations—hand to mouth, 
farming just enough for themselves to eat, scraping together just enough to 
build a house—four mud-brick walls and a thatch roof.

At the end of this valley sits the Salesian mission site—the one dirt road in 
the village leading right to the door of the church. It stops there as if in awe of 
the edifice, as if it were the terminus of all things. Sitting on the church steps 
on a Sunday, one might see straight across Lufubu—a river of living color 
streaming towards the Lord’s house: people in their finest blues, reds, greens, 
bearing gifts in their hands for the King of Kings.

Salesian missionaries were here first; they built the church in the 1920s. 



They built the main house, too—farm-style, one hallway 
opening into many rooms, a chapel, a veranda where one 
might watch the sunset. The school and the oratory came 
next, built on lands gifted by the local Chief.

Everything is now crumbling. Bats chitter above the 
classrooms and the pews.

A young boy approached the gates of the oratory one day as Father Cao and 
I were watching the children. He addressed us in perfect English. We were 
taken aback. We asked him how he had learned.

“English is my first language,” he said. “I’m an orphan. I was raised in the 
Salesian orphanage in Kazembe. I learned English from the volunteers.”

It was the eve of the feast of Don Bosco. The boy—whose name was 
Ephraim—had come from Kazembe to join in the festivities. The three of us 
stood together while the oratory bustled with life.

“Young man,” Father Cao began. “What grade are you in?”
“Grade five,” Ephraim said. “But I’m fifteen years old.”
“What’s the matter? You stopped school?”
“Yes. My brother stopped, so I stopped as well. But then I realized that 

school is very important, so 
I returned. I want to get an 
education so that I can be 
successful.”

“Good boy,” Father said.
They continued talking, 

laughing and smiling —
Ephraim, orphaned from 
infancy and a stranger in his 
native place; and Father Cao, 
a kind man worn thin by the 
yoke of responsibility.

A week before, a boy named Peter had shown up at the oratory with a nail 
in his head. Or rather, the gaping hole where a nail had just been.

Nobody knew what to do about it. His parents were in the field, and, in any 
case, you had to be careful with these things. If we tried to help, and things 
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The Salesian Lay Missioners is a faith-based volunteer program that offers a unique 
opportunity to serve the marginalized of the world, especially the young. We sponsor 
domestic and international placements and require a 1 or 2 year commitment.

If you would like more information about this life-
changing program, please write to: 

   Salesian Lay Missioners
Attn: Adam Rudin

2 Lefevre Lane
New Rochelle NY 10801

(914) 633-8344

Or visit our website at:
www.SalesianLayMissioners.org
or email us at: SLM@salesianmissions.org

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

❏ Enclosed is my gift of $20,000.00 to build a Village Memorial Chapel.

❏ Enclosed is my gift of $25,000.00 to build a Memorial Chapel in a remote and difficult area.
❏ Enclosed is my gift of $30,000.00 to build a Memorial Chapel in the most far removed and 

neglected area.

PLEASE CHECK ONE:    ❏ IN MEMORY OF:     ❏ IN HONOR OF:     ❏ DEDICATED TO: 

NAME:  ______________________________________________________________ 

❏ Please send me more information. (You can also Email or phone us, if you wish)
Name____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address   _____________________________________________________________________________Apt. #______ 

City____________________________State _____ Zip _______ Email: _____________________________________ 

2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728 • NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728 
TELEPHONE: (914) 633-8344  •  Email: chapels@salesianmissions.org

Millions of people throughout Africa, Central and
South America, India and Asia are celebrating Mass 
and worshiping God in the most primitive conditions. 
Salesian missionaries are in desperate need of funds 
to build simple and decent houses of worship.  
You can have a Memorial Chapel built in honor of
your favorite saint and dedicate it to anyone you 
wish – living or deceased.
What a wonderful way to 
remember a loved one – 
and help the Lord’s most
impoverished followers. 

EACH CHAPEL IS A UNIQUE DESIGN THAT 
REFLECTS THE NEEDS OF THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY IT SERVES. 

You can make an individual gift to
build a Memorial Chapel, or groups or 
organizations can pool their donations. 
If you wish, you can also specify in your 
Will that a chapel be erected in your
honor or for anyone you choose.  
Read more about our Chapel Building Program 
by visiting us online at: 
www.SalesianMissions.org/chapels

What was once 
  mud and tin...

Is now this!  
Thanks to 

generous people 
like you!

WinSpr 2021 EngMag R1.qxp_Layout 1  1/7/21  1:55 PM  Page 23
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went badly, we could be accused of witchcraft.
Nate, my fellow lay missioner, put his foot down. We were taking him to the 

clinic, and that was that. If someone wanted to accuse him of witchcraft, that 
was fine with him.

A crowd of children came with us. Peter walked stoically in the middle—
Nate at his side. He held his hand the whole way, then didn’t let go while the 
medic sutured Peter’s forehead without anesthesia. Peter didn’t even make a 
sound.

Peter kept coming back to the oratory after that, though he hadn’t been a 
regular before. The hole in his head is all healed up.

In Lufubu, the strong survive—
but at Don Bosco, the weak are 
carried. Around here, an orphan 
might become a son—a wounded 
child, a brother. The law of the 
land becomes a law of love. Don 
Bosco’s charism lives—even in the 
midst of despair.

God bless,
Ambroise  



Millions of people throughout Africa, Central and South America 
and India are celebrating Mass and worshiping God in the most 
primitive conditions. Salesian missionaries are in desperate need 
of funds to build simple and decent houses of worship. You can 
have a Memorial Chapel built and dedicate it to anyone you wish 
– living or deceased. 
What a wonderful way to 
remember a loved one – 
and help the Lord’s most 
impoverished followers.
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your Will that a chapel be erected in your honor or for anyone you choose.
Read more about our Chapel Building Program by visiting us online at:
www.SalesianMissions.org/chapels

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

❏ Enclosed is my gift of $20,000.00 to build a Village Memorial Chapel.

❏ Enclosed is my gift of $25,000.00 to build a Memorial Chapel in a remote and difficult area.
❏ Enclosed is my gift of $30,000.00 to build a Memorial Chapel in the most far removed and 
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PLEASE CHECK ONE:    ❏ IN MEMORY OF:     ❏ IN HONOR OF:     ❏ DEDICATED TO: 

NAME:  ______________________________________________________________ 

❏ Please send me more information. (You can also Email or phone us, if you wish)
Name____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address   _____________________________________________________________________________Apt. #______ 

City____________________________State _____ Zip _______ Email: _____________________________________ 

2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728 • NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728 
TELEPHONE: (914) 633-8344  •  Email: chapels@salesianmissions.org

Millions of people throughout Africa, Central and
South America, India and Asia are celebrating Mass 
and worshiping God in the most primitive conditions. 
Salesian missionaries are in desperate need of funds 
to build simple and decent houses of worship.  
You can have a Memorial Chapel built in honor of
your favorite saint and dedicate it to anyone you 
wish – living or deceased.
What a wonderful way to 
remember a loved one – 
and help the Lord’s most
impoverished followers. 

EACH CHAPEL IS A UNIQUE DESIGN THAT 
REFLECTS THE NEEDS OF THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY IT SERVES. 

You can make an individual gift to
build a Memorial Chapel, or groups or 
organizations can pool their donations. 
If you wish, you can also specify in your 
Will that a chapel be erected in your
honor or for anyone you choose.  
Read more about our Chapel Building Program 
by visiting us online at: 
www.SalesianMissions.org/chapels

What was once 
  mud and tin...

Is now this!  
Thanks to 

generous people 
like you!
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You are already 
familiar with the 
lifesaving work the 
Salesians carry out 
every day in more 
than 130 countries 
around the world. 
But our mission is not 
limited to overseas 
efforts—it is also 
transforming lives 
here at home, as our 
missionaries across 
the United States mobilize daily 
to support American youth. 

These efforts take shape across 
the country through a variety 
of programs including schools, 

youth centers, and camps. Each 
program plays a crucial role in 
supporting young people who 
would otherwise be underserved 
and left without the resources 
they need to succeed. 

Salesians 
in the 

u.s. and canada
In 1897 the first Salesian missionaries (Priests & Brothers) settled in 

California. Salesian Sisters soon followed, arriving in New Jersey in 1908. 
Being a missionary in the U.S. at the time was difficult and challenging – 
but the good works progressed. Today over 450 professed Salesian Priests, 
Brothers and Sisters are present in the United States and Canada. Salesian 
Provinces based in Haledon NJ, New Rochelle NY, San Antonio TX and 
San Francisco CA serve thousands of young and poor throughout both 
countries. Their ministries encompass day care centers, elementary and 
high schools, formation houses, religious education centers, parishes, 
summer camps, development offices and youth centers. Thankfully, the 
spirit and joy of Don Bosco is still alive today in the U.S. and Canada!

Making an Impact Across the U.S.A.
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At a time when many youth in 
America are facing increasing 
challenges including economic 
uncertainty, lack of access to 
quality education, rising mental 
health concerns, and a shortage 
of consistent mentorship, these 
programs provide stability, 
guidance, and opportunity. 

Schools 
Salesian-run schools provide 

youth in America with the 
same life-changing education 
opportunities that they deliver 
to kids around the world. Access 
to quality education is one of 
the most important factors in 
determining a young person’s 
long-term opportunities and life 
outcomes. 

Don Bosco Cristo Rey High 
School in Maryland serves 

students 
with limited 
financial 
means–
partnering with 
more than 300 
local companies 
and organizations to allow 
students to work one day per 
week to fund their own tuition. 
This not only allows them to 
have immediate access to better 
education, but also provides them 
with valuable work experience for 
their futures. 

In California, the Don Bosco 
Technical Institute offers students 
a STEM-focused curriculum 
where they complete extensive 
integrated coursework in one 
of five science and engineering 
fields. The school not only 
prepares students to have 
successful careers in an advanced, 
modern world–it also equips 
them to be good stewards of our 
planet as they do so. Bosco Tech’s 
green technology course teaches 
students to seek alternative, 
environmentally-conscious 
solutions to everyday problems. 

One remarkable example of 
the school’s influence is student 
Jacob Lovi who was recently 
honored for an innovative idea 
he had while interning at Boeing. 
Lovi’s contribution is projected 
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to enhance their company’s 
satellite production program in a 
significant way.

Youth Centers and 
Community Programs 

Across the United States, many 
young people face a critical gap 
outside of the classroom–hours 
without structure, supervision, 
or access to positive influences. 
Youth centers and community 
programs play a vital role in 
filling that gap. They provide safe, 
consistent environments where 
young people can stay engaged, 
build relationships, and continue 
developing beyond the school day. 
These programs are especially 
important in communities 
where resources may be limited, 
offering mentorship, stability, 
and opportunities that might not 

otherwise be available.
Salesian Boys & Girls Clubs 

are one example of how this 
critical work is carried out every 
day in communities that need 
it most. These clubs not only 
provide students with an inclusive 
community; they cultivate an 
environment where young people 
from all backgrounds can thrive 
and grow. 

Salesian Boys & Girls Club of 
East Boston serves over 3,000 
students every year with over 20 
programs that help shape them 
into productive, caring, and 
responsible citizens. 

The Salesian Boys & Girls Club 
of San Francisco has supported 
youth for over 100 years. With 
a dedication to deliver quality 
care at an affordable cost, they 
have fostered a community that 
embodies empathy, kindness, 
and love. In its 2024-2025 fiscal 
year, the club made its largest 
scholarship contribution in its 
history, providing financial 
need scholarships to 11 College 
students, 23 High School students 
and 23 K-8 students.

These clubs understand that 
a child’s opportunities should 
not be limited to their family’s 
financial situation–creating 
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spaces for children to grow as 
individuals and transform their 
lives.

Salesian Family Youth Center 
in Los Angeles and Don Bosco 
Community Center in Port 
Chester, New York embody 
these same principles to 
support families and provide 
opportunities to children. 
Inspired by the spirit of St. John 
Bosco, these centers are not 
only a place of fun and respite 
for the families, but also a 
cornerstone of support within 
their communities.

Camps
At Salesian camps, young 

people are given the opportunity 
to experience something 
different: time away from 

their daily 
environments 
where they 
can focus 
on growth, 
relationships, 
and discovery. These camps 
offer safe spaces where youth 
can develop confidence, 
independence, and a stronger 
sense of community.

Camp Echo Bay in New 
Rochelle, New York gives 
children ages four through 
thirteen a nurturing environment 
to grow into their own–
organizing activities that help 
them explore and develop their 
unique strengths and talents. 
For over 80 years, the camp 
has operated the Don Bosco 
way: through joy, faith, and 
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meaningful connection.
At Camp Savio in 

Bellflower, California, 
young people are not 
only benefiting from 
the camp–they’re 
also helping to lead 
it. The camp operates 
collaboratively with 
youth members, giving 
them the opportunity to 
help plan its programs.

Camp St. Francis in 
Aptos, CA, provides boys 
ages 7 to 13 with a meaningful summer experience in a supportive 
Catholic environment. Built on the educational principles of St. John 
Bosco, the camp is intentionally structured as a home, playground, 
school, and church–helping campers grow in both life and faith while 
developing strong friendships.

Whether it’s through schools, community centers, camps, or other 
programs being led by Salesians, each reflects a shared commitment 
to supporting young people in America. Through meaningful 
experiences and strong community, these programs provide the 
support and opportunities young people need to grow and succeed. 
While the settings may differ, the outcome is the 
same–youth who leave more confident, connected, 
and better prepared for the future.

For more information about our work in the U.S., 
scan this QR Code or visit: 

www.salesianmissions.org/united-states

SALESIAN MISSIONS 
Financial Planning OFFice
ATTN: ANA MARIA LANG
2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728,
NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728 
TEL: (914) 633-8344

Send me more information about the returns and tax deductions I would receive under the 
Salesian Missions Gift Annuity.

WE CANNOT SEND INFORMATION WITHOUT DATE OF BIRTH

Name________________________________________________

Date of birth ___________________________ Sex__________

Address__________________________________ Apt. #______

City_________________________________________________

State_________________________ Zip____________________

Email________________________________________________

Tel. #:___________________________________________

oYES! SHOW ME HOW I CAN HELP THE CHILDREN AND MYSELF!

 AMOUNT OF GIFT CONSIDERED $_____________

FOR JOINT ANNUITY (PLEASE PRINT):
NAME OF OTHER PARTICIPANT: 
_________________________________________________________

DATE OF BIRTH:  MONTH_______ DAY________YEAR ________

FOR SINGLE ANNUITY (PLEASE PRINT):
(Not available in the state of Washington)
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Receive a 
guaranteed annual 

income for life!

Additional
Benefits

• A current income tax deduction

• Tax free income on a portion of the income received

• Reduced capital gain tax (on appreciated securities donated)

Help poor children around the world 
and receive a fixed income for life 
with a CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY. 
Lock in exceptional rates while 
they last!

Age     RRaattee 
65 5.7%
70 6.3%
75 7.0%
80 8.1%
85 9.1%
90 10.1%

REQUEST YOUR PERSONALIZED ILLUSTRATION:
• Call our Annuity Officer Ana Maria Lang:

Tel: 914-633-8344 Ext. 206 or Email: amlang@salesianmissions.org
• Visit our website at: www.SalesianMissions.org/annuity or
• Fill-in and return the form below

TThhee  GGiifftt  TThhaatt  PPaayyss  YYoouu  EEvveenn  MMoorree!!
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oYES! SHOW ME HOW I CAN HELP THE CHILDREN AND MYSELF!

 AMOUNT OF GIFT CONSIDERED $_____________

FOR JOINT ANNUITY (PLEASE PRINT):
NAME OF OTHER PARTICIPANT: 
_________________________________________________________

DATE OF BIRTH:  MONTH_______ DAY________YEAR ________

FOR SINGLE ANNUITY (PLEASE PRINT):
(Not available in the state of Washington)

SUM/FALL
2026 AN

Receive a 
guaranteed annual 

income for life!

Additional
Benefits

• A current income tax deduction

• Tax free income on a portion of the income received

• Reduced capital gain tax (on appreciated securities donated)

Help poor children around the world 
and receive a fixed income for life 
with a CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY. 
Lock in exceptional rates while 
they last!

Age     RRaattee 
65 5.7%
70 6.3%
75 7.0%
80 8.1%
85 9.1%
90 10.1%

REQUEST YOUR PERSONALIZED ILLUSTRATION:
• Call our Annuity Officer Ana Maria Lang:

Tel: 914-633-8344 Ext. 206 or Email: amlang@salesianmissions.org
• Visit our website at: www.SalesianMissions.org/annuity or
• Fill-in and return the form below

TThhee  GGiifftt  TThhaatt  PPaayyss  YYoouu  EEvveenn  MMoorree!!



In Rwanda, as in many countries, women have been prevented from 
pursuing careers traditionally dominated by men. As a result, women 
have had greater difficulty finding gainful employment that enables 
them to contribute financially to their impoverished families. In a 
country where nearly 39% of the population lives in poverty, access to 
stable employment can be life changing. 

That is why the Salesians, backed by your generosity, are opening 
new paths to financial independence for women and their families. 
Through a four-year initiative called Gender Matters for Green TVET 
(GMG TVET) at two Salesian institutions, Don Bosco Gatenga and 
Don Bosco Muhazi, young women are gaining practical skills that can 
provide long-term economic security.

The training program enables girls to become proficient in 
construction, electricity, plumbing and other trades. In addition, Don 
Bosco Muhazi offers young women – including many single mothers 
– courses in agriculture and livestock farming so they can better feed 
themselves and their children. 

Approximately 80% of the women enrolled in the agricultural 
training program have moved onto entrepreneurship initiatives. 
18   Summer/Fall 2026
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These programs equip participants with tools and 
livestock to start their own farms and connect 
them with financial institutions that can help them 
manage and grow their businesses.

The impact of these programs has far exceeded 
expectations. When GMG TVET began during the 2022–2023 
school year, only 60 girls were enrolled at Don Bosco Gatenga. By 
2024–2025, enrollment 
had risen to 209 females 
– 50 more than the goal 
– demonstrating both the 
growing interest among 
young women and the 
increasing acceptance 
of women in technical 
careers.

The increase was 
stimulated by the 
construction of a new 
dorm specifically for girls. The residence includes modern sanitary 
facilities and private rooms, giving students a comfortable place to 
live, study and rest after classes.

The success of the initiative is also rooted in the support systems 
offered to the girls. Participants receive counseling services to help 
address trauma, stress and personal challenges. Financial assistance 
has also been provided to many students, making it possible for them 
to continue their education and training.

Strong partnerships with local professionals and businesses 
further strengthen the program. Through internships and hands-
on experience, students are able to apply what they learn in real-
world settings while building valuable professional connections. 
In many cases, these internships have led directly to employment 
opportunities.
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REQUEST THESE BOOKS ONLINE AT: www.SalesianMissions.org/catalog

Share the joy of christmas and the new year...
For yourself, a loved one, or family and friends!

Our new and very popular publications - our “2027 Angel Datebook” and Christmas Book, 
“The Night Hope Was Born” - are now available.  Each book comes with a mailing envelope so  

you can send them to friends and loved ones.
Share the joy 
and inspiration 
of the Christmas 
Season and the 
New Year. 
Send your 
request today 
for these 
beautiful books!

Simply fill out the form below, indicate your choice and the 
quantity desired. The suggested donation is $4.99 each.

Actual size of books is 4” x 6”.
FOR FASTER PROCESSING, CALL IN YOUR ORDER 

OR ORDER ONLINE.

Name___________________________________ Address________________________________________Apt. ____

City___________________________________________________________ State _________ Zip_______________

Email_______________________________________________  Phone #___________________________________

®�

SIGNATURE X___________________________________

Summer/Fall 
    2026

EXP. DATE (MO/YR)

CID# REQUIRED (Last 3 digits on 
signature panel on back of card)

CARD
NUMBER

Send our new Christmas Book 
instead of an ordinary card!

These books are in great demand and supplies are limited. 
So be sure to request them today! Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.

Inspirational Books Dept. HB
2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10802-0728

PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING BOOKS:
Qty _________ “2027 Angel Datebook” 

“The Night Hope Was Born”         Qty _________
My donation of $___________________ is enclosed. (SUGGESTED DONATION IS $4.99 EACH) 
MINIMUM REQUEST SHOULD BE FIVE BOOKS OF ANY ONE TITLE.
ENCLOSE CHECK, MONEY ORDER (PAYABLE TO: SALESIAN MISSIONS) OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:



ENCLOSE CHECK (TO SALESIAN MISSIONS), M.O. OR CHARGE:

EXP. DATE (MO/YR)

®�

CID# REQUIRED (Last 3 digits on 
signature panel on back of card)

Sum/Fall 2026

Mail to: 2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728 • NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728

Name___________________________________ Address________________________________________Apt. ____

City___________________________________________________________ State _________ Zip_______________

Phone #_______________________ Email____________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE X____________________________

OR ORDER SAFELY ONLINE AT www.SalesianMissions.org/throws

A Perfect Christmas Gift!

ITEM QTY SUGG. OFFERING   TOTAL

50048 CABLE       KNIT      THROW $70.00  each

Please  allow  2 -3  weeks  for  delivery TOTAL   OFFERING   ENCL.

Our Heavy Knit SALESIAN THROW
Designed exclusively for Salesian Missions, this cozy, cable knit throw proudly 

displays our mission logo. 
Knitted of soft, warm and comfortable machine washable cotton, it measures 

a generous 48” x 63”. Natural color. Suggested Offering: $70.00 Free Shipping!

Join Us InJoin Us In  Anticipation of Christmas!Anticipation of Christmas!  
Advent is a time for intentional prayer, reflection and joyful 

anticipation of Christmas. Sign up for our Advent Devotionals 
and each week during Advent, you will receive a special email 
with daily Scripture passages and inspirational messages. These 
reflections will guide you toward a more joyful anticipation of 
Christmas – and reconnect you to the true reason for the season. 

Sign Up NowSign Up Now  
www.SalesianMissions.org/Adventwww.SalesianMissions.org/Advent

https://salesianmissions.org/Advent/


22   Summer/Fall 2026

At the Don Bosco Gumbo Camp 
on the outskirts of Juba, South 

Sudan, desperate mothers live 
in constant worry about the 

safety and well-being of their 
vulnerable children. They 
are among the more than 
5,000 people who have 
been internally displaced 
due to an ongoing civil war. 

The humanitarian crisis has 
caused severe food shortages, 

leaving families wondering 
where they will find their next meal.

Thankfully, the Salesians have 
responded in a significant way. In partnership with Rise Against 
Hunger, another trusted humanitarian organization, the refugees of 
Gumbo were provided with a major shipment of provisions including 
rice, soy, vegetables and vitamins. The delivery has also benefitted 
2,000 students at Don Bosco Schools by enabling the school to serve 
an extra meal per day per child.

James, a student at the Don Bosco Gumbo Primary School, is 
one of the recipients of the additional meal. He states that he feels 
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an immediate shift in his ability to engage with 
his schooling. “Since we have been having these 
meals, I feel stronger and don’t get tired very fast. 
These meals are my favorite part of my day. I get 
to eat with my friends and then play afterwards.” 
James has also seen an upswing in his grades.

While James has stated how happy the extra meals have made 
him, he has also noticed a difference within the school in general. He 
has observed that the entire school body is energized in its ability to 
concentrate, and that class attendance has greatly improved. 

James is deeply grateful for the support he is receiving and plans 
to help others someday just as he has been helped by the meal 
program. He also aspires to become a doctor if he continues to do 
well in school.

In addition to the nutritional aid provided in Gumbo, the feeding 
program also extended to highly vulnerable populations in other 
communities. In Tonj, 180 people suffering from leprosy received 
extra meals, and a group of displaced refugees in Wau were fed from 
the nutritious food as well. 

Through life-changing programs like 
this, the Salesians ensure that the most 
vulnerable of society are given respect 
and dignity as their bodies and 
spirits are fueled.

For more 
information 
about our 
education 
programs, 
please visit: 
salesianmissions.
org/education_project 
or scan the QR code.

http://salesianmissions.org/education_project
http://salesianmissions.org/education_project
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YES!  I want to be part of this modern-day 
Loaves & Fishes miracle!

ENCLOSE CHECK, MONEY ORDER (PAYABLE TO: SALESIAN MISSIONS) OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:

EXP. DATE (MO/YR)

®�

CID# REQUIRED (Last 3 digits on signature 
panel on back of card)

CARD
NUMBER

DE

Mail to: 2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728 • NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728

Name___________________________________ Address________________________________________Apt. ____ 

City___________________________________________________________ State _________ Zip ________________ 

Email __________________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE X____________________________

      Enclosed is my gift that will multiply 14X!      $10         $15      $25      $_____

Several organizations have partnered with Salesian Missions 
because they have tons (literally!) of essential items that they 
want to donate free of charge… but we need your help so we can 
deliver them into the hands of poor children and families who need them the most. 

YOU CAN HELP MAKE THIS HAPPEN!
We can pack a large container – about the size of a tractor-trailer truck – with $70,000 worth 
of donated food, medicine, clothing or school supplies… and the overseas shipping cost 
would be only $5,000.

Simply put, every $1 you give enables us to ship $14 worth 
of life-changing – and life-saving – supplies!

What’s more, your generosity will be a testament to the Loaves and Fishes miracle when 
Jesus multiplied seven loaves of bread and a few small fish into enough food to feed four 
thousand people! So much is at stake. Thank you for whatever you can give today!

MAKE A SECURE DONATION ONLINE AT www.SalesianMissions.org/miracle

 You can be part of a modern-day
 Loaves and Fishes miracle!
          Every $1=$14

Learn more! Visit www.SalesianMissions.org/miracle

SUM/FALL 2026



ARGENTINA: Better Tools Equal Better Opportunities 

In southern Argentina, your generosity 
is enabling students to transition more 
quickly into employment after graduation. Don 
Bosco Villa Itati, San Juan Bosco Vocational 
Training Center, and the Avellaneda Vocational 
Training Center have all received funding to 
upgrade their equipment.

Students now learn with the same quality 
tools professionals use in their trades. This 
hands-on experience helps students build 
confidence, become proficient in their chosen 
fields and improve their chances of being hired 
after completing their classes. The training 
centers also connect students with internships 

while they are still in school. For many, an internship is the first step toward 
workplace exposure and 
future employment.

Pablo Rodriguez is one of 
the students benefiting from 
the new tools. He’s now 
better equipped to pursue 
his dream of becoming an 
auto mechanic, a career that 
will offer stable employment 
and financial independence.

ARGENTINA

BRAZIL

URUGUAY

BOLIVIA
PARAGUAY

Pacific
Ocean

Atlantic
Ocean

C
H
ILE

SnapshotsSnapshots
SalesianSalesian a scrapbook of a scrapbook of 

stories from around stories from around 
the Salesian worldthe Salesian world

a scrapbook of a scrapbook of 
stories from around stories from around 
the Salesian worldthe Salesian world
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ECUADOR: Medical Care for Forgotten Communities

For the remote Achuar community of 
Pumpuentsa, access to adequate medical care is 
limited. Common illnesses largely go untreated 
and the resulting effects can be devastating. 
Many people suffer – and die – needlessly.

The dire circumstances compelled our 
missionaries in Ecuador to organize a medical 
brigade to provide much-needed assistance. The 
team included 10 doctors from the University 
of Cuenca along with volunteers from other 
organizations.

In addition to visiting Pumpuentsa, the team traveled to the indigenous 
communities of Karakam, Kurinua, Wasurak, and Patukmay. Volunteers were 
greeted with enthusiasm and warmth as they delivered medical care, donations, 
and messages of hope for youth and families.

Our Salesian 
missionaries also 
provide essential services 
throughout Ecuador to 
help underprivileged 
youth gain the skills 
they need to build better 
lives for themselves and 
their families. Poverty in 
Ecuador remains deeply 
unequal, with the poorest 
residents receiving only 
5% of the country’s 
income.
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ECUADOR

PERU

COLOMBIA

Pacific
Ocean

26   Summer/Fall 2026



SALESIAN   25

UKRAINE: Lifting the Spirits of Injured Soldiers

Young Ukrainian soldiers 
who come off the battlefield 
with amputations have 
found support among the 
Salesians, but not in a traditional way. 

Two and a half years ago, Salesian 
missionaries in Lviv, Ukraine began a soccer 
team made up of young soldiers who had 
undergone limb amputations during the war. 
Today that team, Pokrova AMP, is the first 
championship team of the AMP soccer series 
which is now made up of over 300 soldiers and 

15 AMP soccer centers around Ukraine.

Rooted in the Salesian tradition of working with the body and spirit, young 
soldiers are welcomed into Salesian centers where they become like family to 
each other. They work together as they learn to cope with the manifestations of 
their military service. The AMP soccer teams provide the youth an alternative 
to focusing on their injuries, and stress the positive spirit of sports, the drive to 
persevere, and the importance of working as a team.

UKRAINE

BELARUS

BULGARIA

MOLDOVA

PO
LA

N
D

LITHUANIA

ROMANIA

RUSSIA

Black Sea
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o YES, I want to help make a wish come true for Salesians and the poor
children and families they serve. I am enclosing my donation of:

o $10    oo $15    oo $25    o Other  $_______ for the life-saving works featured
in this magazine and all the other Salesian programs that benefit the needy.

Grant a Wish reply Form
SUM/FALL
2026 WL (RF) 

ENCLOSE CHECK, MONEY ORDER (PAYABLE TO: SALESIAN MISSIONS) OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:

EXP. DATE (MO/YR)

®�o o o
CID# REQUIRED (Last 3 digits on 
signature panel on back of card)

CARD
NUMBER

SIGNATURE X____________________________

Name________________________________ Address ______________________________________  Apt._____ 
City___________________________________________________________ State _________ Zip ____________ 
Email  _______________________________ _________________________________________________________

Mail to:  SalESiaN MiSSioNS 2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728 • NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728

Wishes oF the month
• Provide hope and support to displaced families.  Our Salesian missionaries are 

responding to the humanitarian crisis in Cambodia where an estimated 500,000 people have 
been forced to abandon their homes and all their belongings. Help us ensure that these 
families receive the life-saving essentials they desperately need.  (See p. 2).

• Empower women to escape poverty.   Two Salesian training schools in Rwanda are opening 
doors for women in typically male dominated trades such as construction, electrical, and 
plumbing. Will you help us expand this investment so more impoverished women can gain 
the skills to support themselves and their families?  (See p. 18).

• Feed those who need nourishment.   Thousands of hungry children at Salesian-run schools 
throughout South Sudan are getting an extra healthy meal each day thanks to our 
partnership with Rise Against Hunger. Your continued generosity will help ensure hungry 
kids get the nutrition they need to focus on their studies and stay healthy.  (See p. 22).

• Deliver life-saving medical care for a forgotten community.  Sick children and adults in remote 
Ecuadorian villages are no longer dying needlessly from common illnesses because our 
Salesian missionaries have organized a medical brigade to deliver critical care. With you by our 
side, we can ensure no child will ever have to succumb to a treatable condition. (See p. 26).

•

Count Your Blessings - Grant a Wish!
The Salesians work in over 130 countries. Just imagine, then, 
how many of our missionaries write to tell us of their hopes 
and dreams, trials and successes. Maybe, as you count your 
blessings, you could grant a wish. God bless you!

Fr. Mike



current current sweepstakessweepstakes  

winnerswinners

	     WINNER OF GRAND PRIZE	
MAY 31, 2026

Dorothy Degusman, Ocean Shores WA

WINNER OF GRAND PRIZE
MARCH 31, 2026 

Edward Pruc, Akron OH

WINNER OF EARLY BIRD PRIZE
FEBRUARY 28, 2026

Anita Komorski, Schaumburg IL

WINNER OF GRAND PRIZE
JANUARY 31, 2026

Edward Miller, Trenton MI 

WINNER OF EARLY BIRD PRIZE
DECEMBER 30, 2025

Jeanne M. Smercak, Lockport NY

WINNER OF GRAND PRIZE
NOVEMBER 30, 2025

Ramona Houser, Rush CO

WE RESPECT YOUR PRIVACY…
In our efforts to raise additional funds to support 
our worldwide work for the poor and needy, 
we periodically make your name and address 
available to other mailers. These include similar 
charitable and humanitarian organizations and 
also companies which offer services and products 
that we think you may be interested in. We are 
extremely selective in choosing the organizations 
and companies we associate with in this way.

If you prefer not to have your name and 
address made available for this purpose and/
or you want to modify any mailing preferences, 
please call, write or email your request to:

Attn: Donor Services
SALESIAN MISSIONS

2 LEFEVRE LANE, PO BOX 728
NEW ROCHELLE NY 10802-0728

TEL: 914-633-8344
Email: info@salesianmissions.org

These youngsters are 
proudly wearing their 
“Hope Bracelets” - a 
cherished gift that you 
helped give them. 

Thanks to so many of 
you who responded so 
generously to our Easter Cards Appeal... 
poor children in our missions received a 
“Hope Bracelet” to wear in appreciation 
of you - and your love for them. 

What joy it is to see the smiles on 
these children’s faces and to realize 
how such a simple gesture can bring so 
much happiness. 

We will continue to distribute “Hope 
Bracelets” to even more of our mission 
kids. In this way, in a true sense, you 
are there with them, always reminding 
them of your goodness and compassion.

Your Love Your Love 
in Action!in Action!
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